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By: Rabbi Karen Bodney-Halasz

The sound of the 
shofar is a call.

We usually think 
of it as a call to 
wake up—to 
pause, pay 
attention, and 
think about who 
we want to be in 
the year ahead. 
But throughout 
Jewish tradition, 
the shofar has 
served another 
purpose as well: 
it calls people to 
gather.

I love that this 
is the sound that announces the New Year. For me, 
one of the joys of the High Holy Days is seeing our 
community come together. We reconnect with old 
friends, welcome new faces, fill the sanctuary with 
familiar melodies, and begin a new year side by side.

The month of Tishrei brings us together again and 
again, each time for something a little different. On 
Rosh Hashanah, we celebrate a new beginning with 
prayer, music, sweetness, and the sound of the 
shofar. On Yom Kippur, we return to pray, remember, 
reflect, seek forgiveness, and consider the changes 
we hope to make in the year ahead.

Then, just five days later, we gather again.

The Jewish calendar hardly gives us time to pause 
before moving us from the introspection of Yom 
Kippur to the joy of Sukkot. This time, we meet 
beneath the open roof of the sukkah. We eat. We 
welcome guests. We shake the lulav and etrog. We 
are even commanded to rejoice. The Jewish calendar 
makes room for both, moving us quickly from 
reflection and repentance to gratitude, hospitality, 
celebration, and joy.

I hope you will join us throughout the High Holy Days 
as we welcome 5787 together. On September 30, 
we’ll welcome the broader community to Temple 
Israel for Sukkot Under the Stars with acclaimed 

Jewish musician and educator Dan Nichols, whose 
music has become a part of the soundtrack of 
contemporary Jewish life. We’ll gather around the 
fire pit, sing together, roast s’mores, enjoy hot drinks, 
spend time with friends in the sukkah, shake the 
lulav and etrog, and simply enjoy being together. 
Bring your family, invite a friend, and come ready 
to celebrate z’man simchateinu—the season of our 
joy.

A few days later, on October 4, we will gather again 
for our Festival Appreciation event. I look forward 
to this opportunity to thank all of you who give so 
much of yourselves to make our Jewish Cultural 
Festival possible. I know how much time, energy, and 
hard work you give to the Festival each year, and 
I am enormously grateful. Your efforts bring people 
from throughout the Jewish and broader Dayton 
communities together to experience and celebrate 
Jewish life, while also raising important funds that 
support Temple Israel throughout the year. We could 
not do it without you.

I love the rhythm of this month. Tishrei reminds us 
that community has room for all of it: reflection and 
celebration, memory and hope, prayer and laughter.

Soon, the shofar will sound, calling us once again to 
begin. I hope you’ll answer that call and begin 5787 
with us.

May the year ahead bring sweetness and joy, good 
health and peace to you and those you love.

Shanah tovah u’metukah!
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By: John Hunter, Executive Director

Dear Friends, 
 
As I reflect on my first 100 days, I feel immense gratitude 
and a deep sense of optimism for our future together. 
Your warm words, steady encouragement and 
thoughtful conversation—in the hallways, parking lot, 
phone calls, and by email—have meant a great deal 
to me. Temple Israel is an extraordinary place, made 
special by a strong community of people who clearly 
care deeply about one another and our shared Shul. 
That genuine care shines through in everything we do. 
These 100 days have flown by! 
 
Our congregation thrives because of the dedication of our volunteers. You give your time and energy so 
generously, and it shows every day. Look around our grounds and you will see the love planted in the garden. 
Open our doors and you may find someone baking sweets, preparing and delivering Mitzvah Meals to neighbors 
in need, helping with weekly services and programs, organizing the Jewish Cultural Festival, or serving on one of 
our many committees. Your work keeps Temple alive and welcoming for all of us. 
 
Thank you for showing up, rolling up your sleeves, and bringing your heart to your service for our community. 
 
As I look ahead to the coming year, our administrative staff and I share one central focus: learning how we can 
more deliberately support this great community. We want to make sure you feel heard, supported, and connected 
in all that we do. Very soon, you will begin to see new opportunities to volunteer, gather, and engage more here at 
Temple. 
 
This is our shared home, and your input matters to all of us. Please reach out with your thoughts and ideas 
anytime. 
 
With much gratitude, 

John

OFFICE MESSAGE
BUILDING COMMUNITY

BUILD THE SUKKAH
Sukkot is just around the corner, 
and we’ll need volunteers to help 
prepare Temple’s sukkah for the 
holiday.

Wednesday, September 23

No special experience is needed 
- just a willingness to help. Watch 
Tidbits and the Temple calendar for 
final timing and details.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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TEMPLE  ISRAEL  DAYTON

HIGH HOLIDAYS 5787	
	 Reflection • Renewal • Community
 
The High Holidays invite us to gather, reflect, remember, and 
begin again. We look forward to welcoming you to Temple 
Israel as together we enter 5787 through worship, music, 
learning, and community.

ROSH HASHANAH
Welcoming the New Year together

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Friday, September 11 • 8:00 pm
Join us as we welcome 5787 with prayer, music, reflection, and community.

Rosh Hashanah Family Service
Saturday, September 12 • 9:00 am
A warm and engaging High Holiday service designed especially for families with tots through second graders.

Rosh Hashanah Congregational Service
Saturday, September 12 · 10:30 am
Gather with our clergy, musicians, and Temple community for Rosh Hashanah worship and shofar sounding.

Tashlich at the River
Following morning services
Continue the day with Tashlich as we reflect, gather, and symbolically cast away the mistakes of the past year.

WORSHIP THROUGH THE SEASON
Elul Shabbat
Friday, September 4 • 6:00 pm
Begin the month together with lay-led Shabbat worship from Amy Margolin and Lily Brownbury.

Selichot
Saturday, September 5 • Beth Abraham Synagogue
8:30 p.m. Dessert Reception • 9:00 p.m. Service
Temple Israel will join Beth Abraham for an evening of reflection and preparation.

Kever Avot Memorial Service
Sunday, September 6 • 10:00 am • Riverview Cemetery
Gather for this traditional season of remembrance as we offer memorial prayers at the cemetery before 
the High Holidays.

Shabbat Shuvah
Friday, September 18 · 6:30 pm
A Shabbat of reflection during the Days of Awe as we move from Rosh Hashanah toward Yom Kippur.
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YIZKOR • REMEMBRANCE

Book of Remembrance 
5787
Remembering those whose lives continue 
to bless our own.

Each Yom Kippur, we gather for Yizkor 
and remember loved ones through 
Temple Israel’s annual Book of 
Remembrance.

Last opportunity for 5787 listings

Online submissions will remain open 
while the book is still in production.

Suggested contribution: $18 per 
remembrance listing

YOM KIPPUR
Prayer • Remembrance • Return

Kol Nidre
Sunday, September 20 • 8:00 pm
Join us for the solemn opening of Yom Kippur with prayer, 
music, and reflection.

Yom Kippur
Monday, September 21
9:00 am • Family Service 
10:30 am • Congregational Service 
2:00 pm • Healing Service 
3:00 pm • Creative Lay-Led Afternoon Service 
Approx. 4:30 pm • Yizkor & Neilah 
Approx. 6:15 pm • Gerald A. Greene Memorial Break-the-Fast

Spend the day with us in prayer, reflection, remembrance, and 
community as we observe Yom Kippur together.

Full schedule, livestream & updates 

tidayton.org/high-holidays

Dan Nichols joins 
Temple Israel September 
30 for an evening of 
music, community, and 
Sukkot celebration

LOOKING AHEAD
Simchat Torah & Shabbat
Friday, October 2 • 5:45 pm
Celebrate Torah and welcome our newest Religious School 
students with Consecration during Shabbat and Simchat 
Torah worship. We’ll unroll the Torah scroll, gather around its 
words together, and joyfully begin the cycle anew as we 
return to the opening of Genesis.

DAN NICHOLS 
SCAN TO RSVP

SUBMIT A REMEMBRANCE

POTLUCK  
SCAN TO RSVP

FROM REFLECTION TO JOY 
SUKKOT AT TEMPLE ISRAEL

Sukkot Under the Stars with Dan Nichols
Wednesday, September 30 · 6:30 pm
Celebrate z’man simchateinu, the season of our joy, with 
acclaimed Jewish musician and educator Dan Nichols. Join us 
for a joyful evening of music, s’mores, and community. Grab 
the family and celebrate with us!

Pizza in the Hut
Friday, September 25 
5:45 pm Dinner · 6:30 pm Service
Join us for dinner, worship, and the joy of 
gathering together in the sukkah.

PIZZA IN THE HUT 
SCAN TO RSVP

https://tidayton.org/high-holidays/
https://givebutter.com/bor2026
https://tidayton.wispform.com/c7cea639
https://tidayton.wispform.com/1d1c9529
https://givebutter.com/pizza-in-the-hut-2026
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CELEBRATING 
OUR ADULT B’NAI 
MITZVAH CLASS

Over the past year, a group of Temple Israel adults gathered to study, practice Hebrew, explore Jewish 
tradition, and prepare for this meaningful milestone together.

Their year of learning culminated in a joyful Shabbat service on August 15, when they were called to the Torah 
and celebrated B’nai Mitzvah surrounded by family, friends, clergy, and the Temple Israel community.

Taking on this experience as an adult is about much more than mastering a Torah portion. It is an intentional 
choice to deepen Jewish learning, participate more fully in communal life, and take on new challenges 
alongside others doing the same.

Their journey was marked by study, encouragement, questions, laughter, and the kind of community that 
grows when people choose to learn together.

Please call Temple if 
you do not wish to be 
listed or if you were 
omitted from the list.

Mazel tov to Megan Bullard, Elaine Gaglione, Felicia Barr, Masada Warner, Marcia Cox, Sharon Lemmon, and Robin Kent. 

Isaac Faust & Taylor-Paige Guba

Mazel tov to Sara and Mitchell Faust on the marriage of their son Isaac to Taylor-Paige Guba 
on August 2. The couple lives in Wilmington, DE.

Birthdays
Temple recognizes member 
birthdays beginning at age 5 
every 5 years and then annually 
starting at age 85.

October
1 Jeff Albert
8 Harriet Klass
11 Teddy Altchuler
17 Phyllis Levine
18 Natalie Cohn
21 Skip Becker
25 Leah Baumhauer
25 Corinne Daprano
27 Judi Resler
28 Jeffrey Kleinman
31 Bethany Einstein

Anniversaries
Temple recognizes member 
wedding anniversaries every 5 
years and every year after 60. 
October
7 Stephen & Judi Resler 
celebrating 61 years
24 Bob & Karyn Posner 
celebrating 45 years
28 Jerry & Maxine Halasz 
celebrating 64 years

We celebrate their accomplishment and the choice 
each participant made to take this journey.

CELEBRATING TEMPLE ISRAEL’S 
CONGREGANTS

MAZEL TOV!
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FALL LEARNING
CONVERSATIONS & CONNECTIONS

Liz Hirsh Naftali

Rabbi David Sofian

RYTERBAND RETURNS
The Dorothee and Louis Ryterband Lecture Series

Being Human
A Four-Part Series with Rabbi David Sofian
Four Wednesdays beginning October 7 • 3:00–5:00 pm 

The last few years have been particularly difficult—both as Jews 
and simply as humans. Those experiences raise a fundamental 
question: 

 
Using traditional Jewish sources, Rabbi David Sofian will guide 
participants through four conversations examining some of the 
difficult moral and human questions of our time.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
SCAN TO REGISTER.

ANGER & 
COMPASSION 
 
OCTOBER 7

DEHUMANIZATION 
 
 
OCTOBER 14

AGENCY & 
EMPOWERMENT 
 
OCTOBER 28

BEING A 
MENSCH 
 
OCTOBER 21

COMING THIS FALL
The Ryterband Lecture Series returns 
for another season of engaging 
speakers and conversation on 
Judaism, Jewish life, history, culture, 
and the world around us.

Additional speakers and program 
details will be announced as the 
season is finalized.

ALSO RETURNING
Rabbi David Sofian
Sunday, October 11 
Topic to be Announced

What does Judaism teach us about being 
human—and therefore about being a Jew?

FEATURED THIS SEASON
Liz Hirsh Naftali
Sunday, November 15
Author of Saving Abigail: The 
True Story of the Abduction and 
Rescue of a Three-Year-Old 
Hostage

In partnership with Temple Israel as part 
of the Ryterband Lecture Series and the 
JCC Cultural Arts and Book Series.

https://tidayton.wispform.com/681aaa09


These names are inscribed on the Memorial Tablets in our Sanctuary and, together with others whose Yahrzeit occurs during these weeks, will 
be read during Shabbat services before Kaddish. 

September 4 & 5

David Barrar • Abe Bloch • William Caplan • Anne Trenner Frank • William H. Gitman • Henry Goldman M.D. 
• Harry Hackel • Blanche R. Jacobs • Dr. Paul Katz • Sidney K. Lamden • Sara R. Levine • Lotte F. Liebermann 
• Max Marcus • Ian G. Mendelson • Dr. Berkeley Slutzker • Kathryn Konowitch Sokol • Eva Weber • Eureda 
(Rita) Zissen

September 11 & 12

Elli Waldbaum Baier • Beatrice F. Brook • Esther D. Cohen • Moses Cramer • Jacob A. Donenfeld • Jerome 
Epstein Jr. • Jack Hochman • Irwin H. Hollander • Milton S. Isaacson • Faye R. Israel • Irvin A. Kahn • Ida 
Klarin • Julius Kottler • Mayer Lebensburger • Benjamin Lehman • I . Jacob Levenson • Abraham Levenson 
• Rabbi Stephen N. Levinson • James J. Lewis • Rebecca Marcus • Hyman Patterson • Dorothee Ryterband 
• Henry P. Schwartz • Robert A. Shapiro • Gertrude K. Sussman • Rebecca Price Tahl • Harry M. Weinstein • 
Arnold Wolfson

September 18 & 19

Mitchell M. Barrar • Arthur Beerman • Thelma Bennett • Bertha J. Euphrat • Frances N. Frank • Victoria Frank 
• Samuel Frank • Mamie M. Gleiwitzer • Candace Goldflies • Elisabeth Plaut Hamburger • Belle S. Kottler 
• Rose Kuppin • Maximillian K. Margolis • Charles Rosenbloom • Robert M. Rosensweet • Isaac Hirsch 
Rosenthal • Joseph Schwab • Jerrold W. Sindell • Eugenia Slutzker • Henrietta Smilack • Minnie Teres • 
Adolph Weber • Ruth Armstrong Winer

September 25 & 26

Arthur A. Balon • Dr. Malcolm Block • Mildred Dragul • Lester C. Emoff • Nathan Feinberg • Steven Gershow • 
Elizabeth L. Greene • Fred Hambury • Max Klarin • Joseph Lebensburger • Leo Lehman • Samuel C. Linder • 
Harry A. Magaziner • Max H. Mayer • Gail Ostrov • Ruth (Ricky) Potasky • Harold Rice, Sr. • Jules aka Sandy 
Sapinsley • Lula Blanche Schultz • Dr. Robert Tannenbaum • Pearl Thal • Lenore Zapoleon
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WE REMEMBER

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO THE FOLLOWING FUNDS:
Caring Committee Outreach Fund
Fund for Tomorrow
General Operating Fund
Past Presidents Fund
Rabbi Bodney-Halasz Discretionary Fund
Stanley & Elaine Donenfeld Greenspace Fund
Walter and Selma Ohlmann Fund

Fund descriptions and information may be found at tidayton.org/funds-endowments.
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TRIBUTE DONATIONS
Temple gratefully acknowledges the following gifts received July  1 - 31.  We list donations in the Tablet of $10 
or more and mail a notification for donations of $18 or more.  Donations of $100 or more are described as 
generous.  A complete list and descriptions of funds is available at tidayton.org.

Generous Contributions

In Honor of the Special Birthday of 
Carol Graff

Dennis & Deborah Lieberman
Steven & Mary Solomon
Robert Goldenberg
Larry Glickler & Charles Quinn

In Honor of
Suzanne Shaw

Dennis & Deborah Lieberman
Bernard & Susie Sweigart
Marshall & Judith Ruchman
Renee & Dr. Franklin Handel

In Memory of
Debra Burke Nahum-Parenti

Zach Johnson
Julie Ruchman

Larry Glickler & Charles Quinn

In Yahrzeit Memory of
David Alexander Saidel

Dr. Burton & Alice Saidel
Deborah E. Klass

Harriet Klass
Stanley & Elaine Donenfeld

Donenfeld and Grimes Families
Harold Chaiten

Jodi Chaiten & Corinne Daprano
Muriel Rafal

Jeffrey Froelich & Cynthia Pretekin
Walter Ohlmann

Lori Ohlmann

Contributions

In Honor of
Suzanne Shaw

Richard Saphire
Dr. Michael & Pamela Feldman
Stacy Emoff

In Honor of the Special Anniversary of
Bob & Stevie Schriber

Ralph & Sylvia Heyman
Chuck & Dee Fried

Sondra Kulback
Ralph & Sylvia Heyman

Jeff & Celia Shulman
Ralph & Sylvia Heyman

Tom & Ellie Shulman
Ralph & Sylvia Heyman

In Honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of
Marcia Cox

Marc Prigozen

In Honor of the Birth of
the granddaughter of  
Sheryl & Scott Mattis

Jeffrey Kantor

In Honor of the Special Birthday of
Bob Goldenberg

James & Barbara Weprin
Renee & Dr. Franklin Handel

Bunny Laderman
Sondra Kulback

Carol Graff
Dr. Burton & Alice Saidel
Gary & Shelley Dickstein
Michele Foley & Penelope Khuri
Esther Green
Thomas & Eleanore Shulman
Dr. Joseph & Linda Beaman
Patricia Gates
Jeffrey & Julie Stoller
Jonas & Susan Gruenberg

David Goldenberg
Renee & Franklin Handel
Ralph & Sylvia Heyman

Jeff Froelich
Ralph & Sylvia Heyman

Robert Weprin
Ralph & Sylvia Heyman
Dennis & Bonni Buchanan

In Honor of the Graduation of
Grandson Gordon Gates

Patricia Gates

In Memory of
Julie Ruchman

Ned Rosenthal
Laura Holzinger

Ned Rosenthal
Marshall & Judith Ruchman

Maxine Weinberger
Dennis & Bonni Buchanan

In Yahrzeit Memory of
Abraham Marcus

Carol Graff
Edwin Trager

Lori Ohlmann
Franklin Tucker Cohn

Natalie Cohn
Gloria Brackman

Judy Martin
Hans Gernes

Lori Ohlmann
Harry A Green

George & Judith Grampp
Hyman Kulback

Sondra Kulback
David Deshman

Joni & Ralph D Watson
Judith Perlman

Marcia Cox
Karl Tenbosch

Merrill & Ann Asher
Leah Karp
Ralph & Frances Schwartz

Mark Weitz
Roberta Weitz and Family

Maureen Burke
Aaron Burke

Rebecca Marcus
Carol Graff

Theodore E. Goldenberg
Bob & Debby Goldenberg
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10:00 am • Weds. 
Torah Study

11:30 am • Sacred 
Stitching

Noon • Postcard 
Party

Selichot

Noon • Thursday 
Talmud Study

5:40 pm • 
Schmooze & Nosh

6:00 pm • Lay-Led 
Share Shabbat 
Service

9:15 am • Torah 
Study

Selichot at Beth 
Abraham: 
8:30 pm • Dessert 
Reception 
9:00 pm • Service

Erev Rosh 
Hashanah

Rosh 
Hashanah

Kol Nidre Yom 
Kippur

Sukkot

8:00 pm • 
Congregational 
Service followed 
by Honey Cake

9:00 am • Family 
Service

10:30 am • 
Congregational 
Service

Weekly Torah & Haftarah Readings

Sept. 5

Nitzavim-Vayeilech

Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20, 31:1-30

Isaiah 61:10-63:9

Sept. 12

Yom Rishon shel Rosh 
HaShanah

Holiday Genesis 22:1-19

I Samuel 1:1-2:10; Jeremiah 31:2-20

Sept. 19

Haazinu

Deuteronomy 32:1-52

Hosea 14:2-10; Micah 7:18-20; Joel 2:15-17

Sept. 26

Yom Rishon shel Sukkot

Holidays Leviticus 23:33-44

Zechariah 14:7-9, 16-21; The Book of 
Ecclesiastes

No Religious 
School

10:00 am • Kever 
Avot at Riverview 
Cemetery

Labor Day

Building Closed

10:00 am • Weds. 
Torah Study

5:30 pm • 
Executive 
Committee 
Meeting

Noon • Thursday 
Talmud Study

Second Day of 
Rosh Hashanah

Building Closed

No Religious 
School

10:00 am • Weds. 
Torah Study

11:30 am • Sacred 
Stitching

Noon • Thursday 
Talmud Study

4 pm • Social 
Justice Committee

6:10 pm • 
Schmooze & Nosh

6:30 pm • Shabbat 
Shuvah Service

9:00 am • Torah 
Study

8:00 pm • 
Congregational 
Service

No Religious 
School

9:00 am • Family
10:30 am • 
Congregational 
2:00 pm • Healing
3:00 pm • Lay-Led
Yizkor & Neilah
Break-the-Fast

Office Closed 5:45 pm • Pizza in 
the Hut

6:30 pm • Sukkot 
Service

10:00 am • Weds. 
Torah Study

11:30 am • Sacred 
Stitching

6:30 pm • Sukkot 
Under the Stars

Religious School 3:00 pm • 
Worship & Music 
Committee 
Meeting

Build the Sukkah

Board Meeting • 
6 pm



11

Postcard Parties 
for Democracy

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

Temple Israel’s Social Justice 
Committee invites you to take part in 
two nonpartisan voter-engagement 
postcard parties this fall. 
 
The Reform Movement’s Every Voice, 
Every Vote campaign reflects a Jewish 
commitment to civic participation and 
to ensuring that every eligible voter 
has the opportunity to make their 
voice heard. 
 

September 2 · Noon–1:30 pm
Volunteers will write to Virginia voters in support of 
proposed constitutional amendments addressing 
reproductive freedom, marriage equality, and restoration of 
voting rights following incarceration.

October 7 · Noon–1:30 pm
Volunteers will write to Georgia voters in communities that 
have historically experienced barriers to voting.

Temple Israel · Pizza provided
Postcards, stamps, and markers will be supplied.

Both campaigns are nonpartisan and do not support or oppose candidates or political parties.

SEPTEMBER RSVP 
By August 31 · Megan Bullard 

937-723-1033 · mmbullard2014@gmail.com

OCTOBER RSVP 
By October 5 · Nancy Cohen 

937-307-4792 · nrc2622@gmail.com

KRAV MAGA
Sunday, October 11 • noon to 1:30 pm

Join instructor Ehud Borovoy for an 
introductory Krav Maga session at 
Temple Israel. 
 
Participants will learn basic principles 
and techniques in an accessible 
introduction to this practical self-
defense system. 
 
Open to adults and teens ages 14+. 
Wear comfortable clothing. 
 
$20 per person 
Registration required.

ADULT EDUCATION COMMITTEE THANK YOU, 
FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS
Temple Israel’s Jewish Cultural Festival is made possible by the 
many people who give their time, energy, creativity, and care 
throughout the year.

Join us for a special gathering to celebrate and thank everyone 
who helped make this year’s Festival possible from planning and 
cooking to greeting guests, setting up, cleaning up, sponsoring, and 
helping behind the scenes.

Sunday, October 4

Additional details will be shared in Temple Tidbits.

COMMUNITY  IN ACTION
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