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GRATITUDE IN EXTRAORDINARY TIMES 
By: Rabbi Karen Bodney-Halasz

As the brilliant  
colors of fallen 
leaves surround us 
and the scents of 
pumpkin lattes and 
apple cider fill the 
air, we enter  
November—a 
month traditionally 
marked by a spirit of 
profound  
thanksgiving. This 
year, as in every 
year, our Temple 
community has 

much to be thankful for, but our gratitude has 
been shaped by extraordinary events. 

After two years of anguish, we have witnessed 
something that once felt almost impossible: the 
return of hostages to their families. We are 
deeply grateful for each life returned. Their 
names have been on our lips and in our prayers; 
their faces etched into our hearts. Dog tags, pins, 
and bracelets adorned our bodies as we  
refused to let their stories fade. Now, as images of 
reunions and stories of resilience fill our screens, 
we exhale a collective breath we have been 
holding for far too long. 

We are also grateful for the leadership of the 
United States and its essential role in bringing 
about this ceasefire. At the time of this writing, I 
am filled with hope and optimism that  
diplomacy will continue to succeed in achieving  
a lasting peace for all who live in the region.  

Closer to home, my gratitude is equally profound. 
I want to extend heartfelt thanks to all who 
helped make our High Holy Days so meaningful. 
The beauty and spiritual depth of those days 
were the result of countless hours of dedication. 
To our ushers, greeters, Torah readers, shofar 
blowers, and all who accepted honors—thank 
you. To our choir, musicians, and sound team, 
who elevated our prayers with their voices,  
instruments, and expertise—thank you. 

To our dedicated Temple staff, who ensured  
every detail was tended to and every congregant 

welcomed—thank you. To our security team, who 
enabled us to be fully present—thank you. To our 
amazing bimah team, Courtney Cummings and 
Rabbi Tina Sobo, who spent months  
selecting liturgy and finalizing hundreds of cues 
to craft powerful services—thank you. And to 
everyone who simply showed up (in person and 
online)—who prayed, sang, and supported one 
another throughout this sacred season—thank 
you. 

Together, you created sacred moments that will 
stay with us for a long time. Your contributions—
whether visible on the bimah or behind the 
scenes—embody the very essence of kehillah 
kedoshah, a holy community. 

Finally, on a personal note, I want to express  
my profound appreciation for my upcoming  
sabbatical, especially for Rabbi Sobo’s  
leadership in my stead. A sabbatical is a sacred 
pause, a time to step away from the daily rhythm 
of congregational life to rest, study, and renew 
the spirit. Your support and understanding will  
allow me to return to the bimah and our  
community with fresh energy, new insights, and 
a renewed passion for our shared journey. I look 
forward to the time of reflection and, even more, 
to the time of return. 

As we gather around our tables this Thanksgiving, 
may we name the good and thank one another 
generously as we recognize our blessings, both 
big and small. 



Our High Holidays beautifully reflected the warmth, spirit, and dedication of our Temple Israel community. These 
meaningful days came to life through the incredible support of our members. 
 
We’re deeply grateful to everyone who contributed—by leading and participating in services, ushering, assisting 
with the break-the-fast, donating to the Foodbank, or helping to enhance our sacred space. Your generosity, time, 
and care made our celebrations truly special and filled them with connection and inspiration.

Flowers: David and Lynn Goldenberg, Robert and Debby Goldenberg

Music: Ralph and Sylvia Heyman 

Break-the-Fast: The Gerald A. Greene Memorial Break-the-Fast Fund

Service Participants:
Skyler Barclay, Ann Becker, Skip Becker, Jeff Blumer, Molly Blumer, Alan Brown, Saul Caplan,  
Matteo Chaiten, Nancy Cohen, Rich Cohen, Marcia Cox, Hannah Dritz, Jonah Dritz, Mike Feldman, 
Pam Feldman, Mitchell Faust, Carol Finley, Carol Forshaw, Gary Froelich, Elaine Gaglione,  
John Gaglione, Felix Garfunkel, Barb Gerbs, Jack Gerbs, Larry Glickler, Bob Goldenberg,  
David Goldenberg, Debby Goldenberg, Lois Goldberg, Lynn Goldenberg, Meryl Goldman, Esther 
Green, Garry Greene, Mindy Greene, Judy Grampp, Wendy Gray, Carol Graff, Jonas Gruenberg, 
Susan Gruenberg, Joel Guggenheimer, Jonah Halasz, Scott Halasz, Frank Handel, Renee Handel, 
Judy Heller, Ralph Heyman, Jennifer Holman, Hillary Katchman, Steve Katchman, Vicki Kemmerer, 
Beau Kleinholt, Alexandria King, Cathy Lieberman, Dennis Lieberman, Sharon Lemmon,  
Amy Margolin, Adriane Miller, Lake Miller, Robin Moore, Linda Novak, Lisa Pierce, Roberta Prigozen, 
Asaf Ravona, Molly Ravona, Debbie Robertson, Richard Saphire, Matt Sobo, Steven Solomon,  
Bernie Sweigert, Ira Thomsen, Peg Weller, Dan Young and Danielle Zeisloft. 

Torah and Haftarah readers: 
Sara Faust, Victoria Minor, Fran Rickenbach, Rita Dushman Rich, Teresa Wyman 

Ushers:
Saul Caplan, Nancy Cohen, Rich Cohen, Mitchell Faust, Sara Faust, Elaine Gaglione, Carol Graff,  
Rick Goldberg, Lois Goldberg, Wendy Gray, Esther Green, Jeff Green, Steve Katchman, Robin Kent,  
Dennis Lieberman, Cathy Lieberman, Amy Margolin, Robin Moore, Linda Novak, Fran Rickenbach,  
Steven Solomon, Bernie Sweigart, and Dan Young. 

3

CHEERS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
CELEBRATING OUR TEMPLE COMMUNITY
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From the sound of the shofar to the joy of breaking the fast, these photos capture the beauty,  
connection, and spirit of Temple Israel’s High Holidays. Together, we celebrated, reflected, and     
welcomed 5786 with open hearts and a strong sense of community. 

Top Row (L to R): Morton & Phyllis Levine, Temple Israel’s Bimah Team Rabbi Sobo, Courtney Cummings and Rabbi Bodney-Halasz,  
Fran Rickenbach and Rabbi Sobo during the Rosh Hashanah Family Service. Middle Row (L to R): Jennifer Holman, Yom Kippur  
afternoon service,  Mindy Greene and Rhonda Vanderburgh. Bottom Row (L to R): Evan Englander and Corinne Thaxton,  Beau Kleinholt 
and Josh and Jonah Altchuler.

MEMORABLE MOMENTS
TEMPLE ISRAEL HIGH HOLIDAYS IN PICTURES



Join us for the Dorothee and Lewis Ryterband Lecture Series, where engaging speakers explore a wide 
range of topics related to Judaism and Jewish life. Everyone is welcome—members, non-members, 
and the simply curious alike. No prior knowledge is required! Enjoy a delicious brunch while listening to 
thought-provoking presentations, followed by an in-depth Q&A. 

Brunch Time: 9:45 a.m. Lecture: 10:15 a.m. Cost: $10/session, $85/series
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RYTERBAND LECTURE SERIES
ENLIGHTENING & ENGAGING SPEAKERS

November 2, 2025

Brian Hays
Acting Director, Dayton VA 
Medical Center
 
Past, Present, and Future of the Dayton 
VA

Brian will speak about the  
history of the Dayton VA,  
current innovations and future 
campus upgrades including 
Electronic Health Record  
Modernization. He will also 
discuss how the Dayton VA has 
supported the Dayton Jewish 
community.

November 9, 2025

Fred Krome
Professor of History, University 
of Cincinnati Clermont College
 
‘The past is never dead. It is not even 
past:’ The Contemporary Relevance of 
the Dreyfus Affair.

In 1894, Captain Alfred Dreyfus 
of the French Army was  
accused of spying for Germany. 
Despite a lack of evidence, his 
trial ignored normal legal  
procedures, and he was  
sentenced to life on Devil’s  
Island. The Dreyfus Affair shook 
French politics for decades, 
sparking antisemitic violence 
in France, inspiring antisemitic 
parties worldwide, and  
elevating the early Zionist 
movement. Fred’s presentation 
will highlight the key events of 
the affair and explore how its 
lessons remain relevant today 
for understanding and  
responding to antisemitic  
rhetoric and violence.

November 23, 2025 

Dr. Sam Dorf
Alumni Endowed Chair,  
Humanities and Professor of 
Music, University of Dayton 

Stepping Down to Stand Up: Fighting 
Antisemitism and Hate on College  
Campuses, at the ADL, and Beyond
 
Dr. Dorf shares lessons he has 
learned fighting antisemitism 
and hate in his role as faculty 
liaison to the Jewish student 
and faculty communities at the 
University of Dayton, as well as 
his time serving on the  
Anti-Defamation League’s 
Cleveland regional board. He 
shares examples of what has 
worked, what hasn’t worked, 
obstacles and threats that keep 
him up at night, and most  
importantly, how we can fight 
antisemitism and hate together.

Visit  
tidayton.org 

to see the full 
speaker  
line up
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS
EXPLORING AND GROWING TOGETHER

The War in Israel as Seen through Biblical and Rabbinic Lenses, 
with Rabbi David Sofian
Tuesdays, November 4 and 18  at 3:00 p.m.  
This class will also be streamed on Temple YouTube channel 

The last two classes of a four-part series led by Rabbi David  
Sofian explores the war in Israel and some of life’s most challeng-
ing questions: What does peace truly mean? How do allies differ 
from friends? Do the ends ever justify the means? And how do we 
navigate the moral dilemmas of war?

Visit tidayton.org for complete session descriptions.

So, A Rabbi Walks Into A Bar
Thursday, November 13  at 5:30 p.m. 
Van Buren Room  
(122 Van Buren St., Dayton 45402) 

Join Rabbi Bodney-Halasz for an evening of drinks and engaging discussion 
on modern Jewish life. Bring your questions, and enjoy the first beer or soda 
on us. See you there!

Community Religious School
Sunday, November 16 at 8:45 a.m. 
RSVP to Rabbi Sobo at educator@tidayton.org 

Join our community for a morning of Jewish education for children in 
preschool through eighth grade as we explore Israeli culture. Students will 
choose sessions that explore a variety of personal connections to the 
land and people of Israel. A kosher snack will be provided.

Program of PJ Library and PJ Our Way, in partnership with Beth Abraham Synagogue, 
Hillel Academy, Temple Beth Or, and Temple Israel.

So, A Rabbi Walks Into A Haitian Restaurant
Wednesday, November 19 at 12:15 p.m. 
Cost: On your own 
Location: Details about the location will be shared once you 
RSVP to the Temple office at 937.496.0050

Rabbi Bodney-Halasz is organizing a lunch outing to a Haitian 
restaurant in Springfield and would love for you to join her! It’s a 
great opportunity to enjoy delicious food and connect with one 
another.



Prayer and Play
Saturday, November 15 at 
10:00 a.m. 

Prayer and Play is a fun chance 
to gather our youngest  
community members, infant 

thru 2nd grade, and their siblings for a Jewish 
worship experience, themed activity and free 
play.  
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MAZEL TOV!

WORSHIP AT TEMPLE
CELEBRATING AND SHARING TOGETHER

Anniversaries
Temple recognizes member 
wedding anniversaries every 5 
years and every year after 60.

December 
8  Henry & Marlene Maimon  
celebrating 61 years
18  Jim & Diane Duberstein 
celebrating 65 years
19  Jon & Bev Horwitz 
celebrating 55 years
27  Mike & Pam Feldman 
celebrating 55 years

Birthdays
Temple recognizes member 
birthdays beginning at age 
5 every 5 years and then 
annually starting at age 85.

December
  1  Deborah Char
  2  Sarann Rice
  3  Lynne Emoff
  5  Jonas Gruenberg
  9  Ned Rosenthal
16  Eleanor Davis
16  Lois Goldberg

17  Barbara Feldman 
17  Guillermo Gray
20  Sylvia Blum
23  Eleanor Kent
26  Lenora Elbaum
27  Richard Cohen
29  Charles Fox

Please call Temple if you do not 
wish to be listed or if you were 
omitted from the list. 

CELEBRATING TEMPLE ISRAEL’S CONGREGANTS

Prayer 
Play

 

AND

VETERAN’S  VETERAN’S  
SHARE SHABBATSHARE SHABBAT 

Services  Services  
and and 
Matzo Ball  Matzo Ball  
Cook-offCook-off 

Share Shabbat - Honoring Our Veterans
Friday, November 7 at 6:00 p.m. 
Cost: Adults $8, Children 4 - 12 $5, Children 3 
and Under and Veterans are Free
 
Join Rabbi Bodney-Halasz, Rabbi Sobo and 
Courtney Cummings as we honor our  
veterans. RSVP to the Temple office at 
937.496.0050 or visit tidayton.org. 

Shabbat Services & Matzo Ball Cook-off
Saturday, November 15 beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

Join Rabbi Bodney-Halasz and Rabbi Sobo for 
morning services. Stay after to celebrate  
community at our first-ever Matzo Ball Soup 
Cook-off!  Bring a pot to compete—or come  
hungry with a side dish and a love for Jew-
ish comfort food. RSVP to the Temple office at 
937.496.0050 or visit tidayton.org.

Torah Tots
Sunday, November 16 at  
9:30 a.m. 

Built out of “what do I do with 
my other kid while my kid is in 
preschool?” Torah Tots is for kids 

and their caregivers birth-pre preschool age. 
Open to the whole community (even if you don’t 
have an older kid in religious school!). Questions? 
Email Rabbi Sobo at educator@tidayton.org. 
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WE REMEMBER
These names are inscribed on the Memorial Tablets in our Sanctuary and, together with others whose Yahrzeit occurs during 
these weeks, will be read during Shabbat services before Kaddish. 
 
October 31 and November 1 
David N. Casher, Joseph P. Diamond, Marjorie Jane Emoff, Maurice Golden, Harry A. Goldman, John 
A. Goldzwig, Yale J. Holt, Harry Israel, Jr., Harry J. Jacobs, Mollie Kusworm, Henrietta Lehman, Julian 
B. Littauer, Abraham I. Margolis, Miriam H. Margolis, Alfred Orgler, Hedwig Orgler, Walter Orgler, Heinz 
Orgler, Helmut Orgler, Arnold Saldoff, Louis N. Saldoff, Carl A. Stern

November 7 and 8
Emma Ach, Betty Arkin, Jacob J. Blumenfeld, Lewis Cohen, Rachel G. Cramer, Charles H. Fialcow, Joseph 
Frank, Blanche Frank, Ruth Getz, Jacob (Kapple) Jacobs, Esther Jacobs, Samuel J. Jaffa, Gertrude 
Levinson, Elaine Mayerson, Michael Nudleman, Victor Office, Solomon Rauh, Eleanor Saidel, Col. Byron 
Lee Schatzley, Fannie I . Silverman, Herman F. Slutzky, Leo A. Stotter, Vesta Frank Tarsky, Beatrice Kottler 
Weinberg, Sophia Wolfe

November 14 and 15
Malcolm J. Altschul, Worley Collins, Selma Farnbacher, David M. Goldzwig, Jessica Gordon, Max 
Isaacson, Arnold H. Israel, Sophia R. Jacobs, Clara Daneman Jacobs, Hal Kamin, Philip Kohn, Louis 
Lamfrom, Louis Leeds, Mamye B. Lehman, Fanny Thal Levi, Howard H. Levine, Milton A. Marks, Rebecca 
Olch, Samuel Richmond, Abraham B. Ross, Henry S. Rothenberg, Jack Harvey Rouda, Richard S. 
Rutmann, Leo Sajovitz, Ruth Dolly Saldoff, Jessie Samuelson, Dr. Henry R. Silverman, Mary F. Zimmerman

November 21 and 22
Blanche Bilenkin, Gilbert Bilenkin Jr., Lillie Sternbe Booth, Lewis C. Booth, William Bremer, Beatrice 
Cohen, Sidney Donenfeld, Margaret Emoff, Dr. Manuel J. Freeman, Marsha Froelich, Louis Samuel 
Gradsky, Robert D. Gradsky, Benjamin Greenblat, Kate Hampel, Gertrude Kahn, Roberta (Bobbie) 
Kantor, Frances W. Klarin, Joseph M. Lessner, Amelia D. Linder, Ruth Melet, Lester M. Myers, Samuel Roth, 
Linda W. Ruchman, Rosa F. Sajovitz, Maurice Sajovitz, Joseph Saul, Israel Jacob Saul, Adele H. Schuman, 
Rosetta M. Schwartz, Joseph Seaman, Naomi Slavin Shaffer, Benjamin Smilg, Charles C. Wasserman, 
Bessie Weinstein, Frank Weprin, Rabbi Louis Witt, Leo Youngheart 

November 28 and 29 
Alex Cutler, Alfred S. Daneman, Albert Eichorn, Joseph Eisenberger, Samuel Klarin, Eric Kohlhagen, 
Simon Levinson, Ruth Levitt, Sadie Office, Meyer Ostrov, Nathan Prigozen, Harold Prigozen, Pauline S. 
Rosenbloom, Joseph Thal, Hattie Winters, Henrietta Youngheart

Temple Israel mourns with Richard Saphire and family on the loss of his sister Marilyn Weiss.   
May her memory always be for a blessing.
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CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO THE FOLLOWING FUNDS:

Alvan and Henrietta Block Social 
Action Fund
Buy-A-Book Fund
Cemetery Operating Fund
General Operating Fund
Goldenberg Family H.H. Fund
Jon Schwartzman Children’s Fund
Past Presidents Fund

Rabbi Bodney-Halasz Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Witt Memorial Library Fund
Shirley Schatz Religious School Fund
Stanley & Elaine Donenfeld Greenspace Fund
Walter and Selma Ohlmann Fund

Fund descriptions and information may be found at  
tidayton.org/funds-endowments.

TRIBUTE DONATIONS
Temple gratefully acknowledges the following gifts received September   1 - September  30.  We list donations 
in the Tablet of $10 or more and mail a notification for donations of $18 or more.  Donations of $100 or more are 
described as generous.  A complete list and descriptions of funds is available at tidayton.org.

Generous Contributions 
In Support of Temple Israel
    Robyn Angel and Daniel Sutch
    Bruce and Debbie Feldman

In Yahrzeit Memory of	
Robert G. Kemmerer
  Vicki Kemmerer
Myra Stark
Phil Lang
  Ken and Lisa Blum
Truman Vaughn
  Katherine and Paul Cooper

Contributions
In Honor of a Speedy Recovery of	
Stacy Emoff
  Wendy and Guillermo Gray

In Honor of the Birth of 
Harper Quinn Cox
  Jeff and Julie Stoller

In Honor of the Special Anniversary of
Mort and Phyllis Levine
  Linda Novak
Jeff and Wendy Horwitz
  Saundra Mendelson and Shelah  
  Mendelson

In Honor of the Special Award for
Fran and Ralph Schwartz
  Lynette and Bob Karp
  Debbie and Tim Robertson

In Honor of the Special Birthday of
Natalie Cohn
Phyllis Levine
Peter Wells
  Ralph and Sylvia Heyman	

In Memory of
Linda Shapiro
  Sondra Kulback and Sharan and  
  Elliot Levy
  Linda Novak
  Jeff and Linda Albert
  Judith Lipton
  Lenora Elbaum	
  David and Lynn Goldenberg
  Ned Rosenthal
  Chuck and Dee Fried
  Harry Rich and Rita Dushman Rich
  Richard and Roberta Prigozen
  Saundra Mendelson and Shelah  
  Mendelson
  Richard Saphire
  Rich and Nancy Cohen
  Aaron Burke
  Judith Schwartzman
  Ralph and Sylvia Heyman
Judith Perlman
  Beth Adelman
  Linda Novak
  Richard and Roberta Prigozen
  Harry Rich and Rita Dushman Rich
  Robin and Tim Moore
  Mike and Pam Feldman
  Wendy and Guillermo Gray
  Stacy Emoff

In Yahrzeit Memory of
Frieda Pollman
  Martin and Lynn Pollman
Melvin Lipton
Al Rosen
Ida Rosen
  Judith Lipton
 
 

Anne Burke
  Vicki Kemmerer  
Dr. A. James Sniderman
  Sonia Sniderman Aron and Stewart  
  Aron
Barbara Guggenheimer
  Joel and Judi Guggenheimer
Blanche Berinstein Shulman
Margaret Beck Arnovitz
  Thomas and Eleanore Shulman
Meyer Ruchman
  Marshall Ruchman and Family
Nettie Pinsker
  Eleanor Kent
Judith Horowitz Coler
Gerhard Coler
  Elisabeth C. Taylor
Joan Rosenthal Berlinsky
Robert Yudin
  Anita London-Yudin
Wallace Ritchey
  Nancy and Rich Cohen
Shirley Levine
  Ellen Faust
Leon Shon
Retta Weinman
  David and Barbara Shon
Charles H. “Charlie” Marks
  Dennis Kahn and Linda Ohlmann  
  Kahn
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NOV 2025
SUN

2	 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24

10:00 AM 
Hybrid Torah  
Study with New 
Commentary

No Friday  
Services

Tol’dot 
Genesis 25:19−28:9 

6:00 PM
Share Shabbat 
Honoring Our 
Veterans

12:15 PM 
So, A Rabbi Walks 
Into A Haitian 
Restaurant

No 
Board Meeting 

1
9:15 AM
Virtual Torah Study

9:15 AM
Hybrid Torah Study

6:30 PM 
Shabbat Services

Lech L’cha 
Genesis 12:1−17:27

10:00 AM 
Hybrid Torah  
Study with New 
Commentary

8:45 AM 
Religious School 

Noon
Hybrid 
Talmud Study 11:00 AM

Living with Loss

9:15  AM
Virtual Torah Study

Noon
Hybrid  
Talmud Study 

25 26 27

3:00 PM
The War in Israel 
as Seen Through 
Biblical and  
Rabbinic Lenses 

3:00 PM
Multifaith Downtown 
Service Project

3:00 PM 
Adult Education 

11:00 AM
Sacred 
Stitching Group 

5:30 PM 
Exec. Committee 
Meeting

9:15 AM
Virtual Torah Study

11:00 AM
Sacred 
Stitching Group 

Chayei Sarah 
Genesis 23:1−25:18 

29

8:45 AM 
Religious School 

9:45 AM 
Ryterband  
Lecture Series 

10:00 AM 
Hybrid Torah  
Study with New 
Commentary

3:30 PM
Living with  
Ambiguous Loss

8:45 AM 
Religious School 

9:45 AM 
Ryterband  
Lecture Series 

3:00 PM 
Worship & Music 

OFFICE CLOSED
Thanksgiving 

9:15 AM
Virtual Torah Study

Vayeira 
Genesis 18:1–22:24 

Vayeitzei 
Genesis 28:10−32:3 

6:30 PM 
Shabbat Services

6:10 PM 
Schmooze & Nosh

6:10 PM 
Schmooze & Nosh

28

5:45 PM
Potluck & Multifaith 
Dialogue

9:45 AM 
Ryterband  
Lecture Series 

3:00 PM
Temple @180  
Committee Meeting 

Noon
Serving at St.  
Vincent dePaul

6:00 PM 
Hybrid Adult 
B’nai Mitzvah 

Noon 
Create Your Own 
Glass Shabbat 
Candle Holder

10:00 AM
Prayer and Play
10:30 AM
Shabbat Services
Noon
Matzo Ball Cook-off6:00 PM 

Hybrid Adult 
B’nai Mitzvah 

6:00 PM 
Hybrid Adult 
B’nai Mitzvah 

Noon
Hybrid  
Talmud Study 

3:00 PM
The War in Israel 
as Seen Through 
Biblical and  
Rabbinic Lenses 

6:00 PM 
Hybrid Adult 
B’nai Mitzvah 

No 
Torah Study

30
No Religious 
School 

8:45 AM 
Religious School 

Noon
Hybrid  
Talmud Study 

5:30 PM 
So, A Rabbi Walks 
Into A Bar 
Van Buren Room

9:30 AM 
Torah Tots 

SABBATICAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
Rabbi Bodney-Halasz will be away on sabbatical from  

December 1, 2025 – March 1, 2026, a time for rest, study,  
and renewal. In her absence, Rabbi Sobo will provide  

rabbinic leadership and pastoral care. 
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NEW FOR 2025

CHANNUKAH CONNECTIONS: 
SHARING LIGHTS, LAUGHS AND 

LEARNING FOR ALL!

DECEMBER 14 at 6:00 P.M.

Visit tidayton.org for details
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