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HOPE IN UNEXPECTED PLACES
REFLECTIONS ON A POWERFUL JOURNEY 
THROUGH HEARTBREAK, RESILIENCE, AND  
RENEWAL IN ISRAEL
By: Jeff Blumer, Meryl Goldman and Jennifer Holman
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Sometimes the world surprises you with hope in 
the places you least expect it. That was the quiet 
but powerful theme of our recent journey to  
Israel. In February, a group of us traveled more 
than 360 miles across the country, with 18 site 
visits and 44 meetings in just 10 days. It was a 
demanding schedule - but one filled with 
meaning, heartbreak, inspiration, and, most of 
all, connection. 
 
This trip brought us face-to-face with two  
regions that have long-standing ties to  
Dayton: the city of Holon, our Sister City just south 
of Tel Aviv; and Israel’s Western Galilee, part of 
the Partnership2Gether (P2G) network. Through 
these partnerships, we’ve built bridges across 
oceans and time zones—ties that became even 
more meaningful in the wake of October 7. 
 
We were warmly welcomed by our hosts and 
guides, who led us through unforgettable  
experiences across the country. We spent time 
in the Gaza Envelope, visited the Nova festival 
site, and experienced communities still deeply 

marked by the attacks—Sderot, Nir Oz, and other 
kibbutzim. The scars of war were visible, and the 
grief was still fresh. And yet, in nearly every place 
we visited, we found something unexpected: 
hope. 

In Holon, a city that proudly calls itself “The City 
of Children,” we saw how a vibrant,  
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family-friendly atmosphere can coexist with 
economic vitality and innovation. Meeting with 
Holon’s mayor, Shai Kenan, was a highlight. His 
passion for education, youth engagement, and 

community-building was electric - his words 
transcended politics and offered a vision of 
what’s possible when leadership is rooted in 
compassion and courage. 
 
We witnessed innovation that moved us  
deeply. At the Holon Technological Institute, we 
met students who, in the early days of the war, 
recognized a desperate need: protective gear for 
soldiers and military dogs. In response, they  
designed and produced new armor - faster,  
lighter, and more effective. Their ingenuity wasn’t 
just technical—it was profoundly human. Their 
work may very well have saved lives. 
 
Healthcare was another powerful lens through 
which we saw hope. At the Galilee Medical 
Center, we toured facilities designed to provide 
emergency and routine care in secure under-
ground settings. We saw firsthand how thought-
ful infrastructure can become a model of safety 
and preparedness—not only for Israel, but for 
communities around the world. 
 
We also shared in deeply emotional and  
spiritual moments. A Shabbat dinner in a Tel Aviv 
neighborhood—just steps from where a rocket 
had fallen—was one such moment. Though we 
were so close to recent violence, we never once 
felt unsafe. The warmth, hospitality, and strength 
of those we met reminded us that safety isn’t just 
about physical distance from danger; it’s about 
trust, connection, and solidarity. 
 
We felt that solidarity again and again. At  
Hostages Square in Tel Aviv, where we saw the 

haunting display of posters, flowers, and  
messages that keep the memory of the  
kidnapped alive. And in Akko, where we  
attended a moving memorial service for the 
Bibas family. There, as we stood on the steps of 
city hall, we were thanked simply for showing up. 
For listening. For caring. It was humbling. 
 
One morning, as the remains of the Bibas children 
were returned, we stood beside Israelis lining the 
streets, watching a rainbow stretch across the 
sea. The pain of the moment was enormous - but 
so too was the strength in the silence. The unity. 
The hope. 
 
Throughout the trip, we heard one message, 
again and again: “Tell our stories. Keep our  
voices alive. Come back. And bring others with 
you.” That message is one we now carry home 
with us. 
 
In the coming months, we’ll share more about 
what we saw, what we learned, and what it 
means for our community. We’re especially 
looking forward to the next Partnership2Gether 
Summit this October—and we hope to bring an 
even larger Dayton delegation. The relationships 
we’ve built are not just symbolic; they are living 
connections that shape how we care for one  
another and how we show up in times of need. 

 
We came home changed. We came home with 
new ideas, new relationships, and a renewed 
belief in what we can build together. The journey 
showed us that hope can grow even in the most 
unlikely places—and that together, as Am  
Yisrael, the people of Israel, we are stronger than 
we ever imagined. 
 
Let us continue to show up - for each other, for 
our partners in Israel, and for the future we share.
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RABBI’S MESSAGE
GROWTH, JOY AND JEWISH CONNECTION

As our religious 
school year draws 
to a close, we 
pause to reflect 
with full hearts on 
the journey we’ve 
taken together. 
From the very first 
day—when stu-
dents gathered with 
excitement for our 
inaugural pickleball 
picnic to welcome 
everyone back from 
summer adventures, 

through pajama day, Hanukkah Happening fun, a 
pancake breakfast, citywide session, and more 
– our year has been filled with joy (well beyond 
Purim’s Inside Out theme and the fact that COVID 
didn’t take center stage at any point in the school 
year).

Each classroom became a sacred space where 
students explored Jewish values, holidays, 
Hebrew, history, and Torah. We watched our 
youngest learners light up when they recognized 
their first Hebrew letters, and our older students 
wrestle with big questions about justice, identity, 
and responsibility. Through art, music,  
drama, and discussion, our children brought 
Jewish learning to life in their own creative ways.

We celebrated holidays together with joy—
whether dancing with the Torah on Simchat  
Torah, lighting the Hanukkiah, or acting out the 
story of Purim. We honored tradition and brought 
it into the present, helping our students under-
stand how Judaism continues to shape who we 
are and how we live.

This year, we also saw a beautiful spirit of  
community emerge in full force.  Our Religious 
School Committee, led by Sara Faust and Leah 
Baumhauer worked harder than ever putting 
new events together and revamping some of our 
favorites.  A very special thank you to Christina 
Herrmann and family for generously providing 
two meals (pancake breakfast and a pizza par-
ty) for the entire religious school community.  We 
wish you the best of luck as you settle back in to 
Germany and look forward to keeping Ruven as 

By: Rabbi Tina Sobo
a pen pal!
And of course, all of this could not be accom-
plished without our passionate teaching team 
and their dedication, energy, and heart put into 
every session: 

Classroom teachers: Josie Buchanan,  
Carri Wallace, Michelle Prahl, Jennifer Holman, 
Hannah Dritz

Madrichim: Matteo Chaiten, Hannah Dritz,  
Jonah Dritz, Gavyn Greenhill, Jonah Halasz, 
Hillary Katchamn, Beau Kleinholt, Jay Prahl, and 
Ray Wallace.

Specialists: Adrianna Randall, Sarah Toher,  
Tara Feiner, Ehud Borovy, Joan Schiml, Marcia 
Cox, and Jesper Beckholt

We can’t wait to see what next year brings. Until 
then, we wish you a summer of peace, play, and 
plenty of Jewish moments.  Next year will begin 
with our second annual pickleball picnic on  
August 10th.  Be sure to get your registration 
forms in (early bird registration discount ends 
on May 31st) and invite your friends to join us for 
another amazing year!



TEMPLE’S ANNUAL MEETING
CELEBRATING PROGRESS AND OUR FUTURE

Share Shabbat Service: Teacher Appreciation and 
Senior Send-off  
Friday, May 2 at 6:00 p.m. 
Cost: Free for honorees only, Adults $8, Children 4 - 12 
$ 5, Children 3 and under free
Join Rabbi Bodney-Halasz, Rabbi Sobo, and  
Courtney Cummings for an informal musical Shabbat 
service followed by a potluck dinner.  At this special 
service we will celebrate our graduating High School 
seniors and show our appreciation for our religious 
school teachers and madrichim.

Scan the QR code to make  
reservations for dinner by Tuesday, 
April 29. We’ll provide the chicken, 
challah, and kiddish wine.

GATHER AND GROW
MEANINGFUL MOMENTS OF WORSHIP AND  
INTERFAITH  FELLOWSHIP

Dayton Area Interfaith Dialogue 
Saturday, May 17, 6:30 p.m.  
Temple Israel Dayton (130 Riverside Drive, 45405) 
Cost: Free, Vegetarian Potluck (Bring a dish to 
share with 8 - 10 others) Call the Temple Office at 
937.496.0050 or email info@tidayton.org by May 12
Join us for an evening of interfaith community building 
and dialogue. Conversation starters and mixed din-
ner seating will lead to a panel and table discussions 
about “Views on Our Faith Traditions.” 
 
Panelists include: David Bright, President, Dayton Ohio 
Stake, LDS Church; Jonathon Cobb, Exec. & Young Adult 
Pastor, Kettering SDA Church; Usama Rehman, Imam & 
Missionary, Fazl-i-Umar Mosque; and Rabbi Karen  
Bodney-Halasz, Senior Rabbi, Temple Israel.   
Moderated by Jennifer Holman.
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Temple Israel’s Annual Meeting 
Wednesday, May 28 at 6:00 p.m. 
Cost: Free - Light Refreshments will be served 

Join us for Temple Israel’s Annual Meeting as we come together 
to celebrate and reflect on the incredible accomplishments of the 
past year.

During the meeting we will install our new board members, pay 
tribute to the dedicated service of our outgoing board members, 
and recognize the outstanding contributions of this year’s God 
Squad recipients. 
 

Outgoing Board Members to be recognized:
Juli Bainbridge, Skip Becker, Rick Goldberg and Linda Novak
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Check out these images of community moments from our recent Temple Israel events. If you have  
photos of recent events you would like to share, we’d love to include them in the Tablet. Please send 
your hi-resolution image to info@tidayton.org.
Top Row (L to R): Scenes from Purim: Sheena Green and Carol Graff, Group Shot, Jennifer Holman and Meryl Goldman. 
Middle Row (L to R): Lamed Vav and Life and Legacy Appreciation Dinner, Debbie and Dennis Leiberman,  and Jack and Barbara Gerbs. 
Bottom Row (L to R): Religious School Mock Seder with Josie Buchanan, Hannah Dritz, Jacob Evans and Rachel Sobo;  Jay Prahl; and Silas 
Hatch at the Second Seder.

MEMORABLE MOMENTS
HIGHLIGHTS FROM TEMPLE’S RECENT EVENTS
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Thank you to:
Our Second Seder Volunteers: 
Tom and Juli Bainbridge, Nancy 
and Rich Cohen, Wendy and 
Guillermo Gray, Scott Halasz 
and Linda Novak. Your time 
and effort created a warm and 
meaningful evening for all!

Mazel Tov to: 

Class of 2025 Seniors:  
Max Holt, Gabe Katchman, 
Kahlil Knick and Elayne Prahl.
 
Have a Mazel Tov?  

Send it to: Info@tidayton.org

June Birthdays
Temple recognizes member 
birthdays beginning at age 
5 every 5 years and then 
annually starting at age 85.
  3  Thomas Shulman
  3  Jim Duberstein
  5  Martin Pollman
  6  Beau Kleinholt
  6  Felice Shane
11  Gage Stewart
13  Fran Rickenbach
13  Daniel Cohn
13  Frank Handel
14  Mitra Margolis
16  Mary Kahn
18  Chuck Fried
18  Dennis Kahn
19  Casimira Cairo
23  Douglas Broomhall
25  Scott Halasz
27  Carol Graff
27  Brenda Meadow
28  Barbara Myers

June Anniversaries
Temple recognizes member 
wedding anniversaries every 5 
years and every year after 60.

  6  Skip and Ann Becker 
celebrating 10 years
  6  Arthur and Carol Cohn	
celebrating 61 years
  9  Mel and Jan Berman 
celebrating 62 years
22  Dan and Jane Miller 
celebrating 50 years
24  Martin and Joan Holzinger 
celebrating 63 years

Please call Temple if you do not 
wish to be listed or if you were 
omitted from the list. 

Jewish War Veterans Flag Laying Event for Temple Israel 
Sunday, May 25 at 10:00 a.m. 
Riverview Cemetery, 1809 W. Schantz  Drive

Jewish War Veterans Post 587 invites the community to honor 
those who served by joining a flag-laying ceremony at a  
congregational cemetery. Temple Israel’s ceremony will be held on 
Sunday, May 25 at 10 a.m.

Cemetery Clean-Off Starts June 1st
We’ll be doing a cemetery clean-off starting June 1st. 

If you’ve left any items you’d like to keep, please make sure to pick 
them up before then. Large rocks on monuments will be removed during the cleanup.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 

MAZEL TOV!
CELEBRATING TEMPLE ISRAEL’S CONGREGANTS

RIVERVIEW CEMETERY EVENTS
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WE REMEMBER
These names are inscribed on the Memorial Tablets in our Sanctuary and, together with others whose Yahrzeit occurs during these weeks, 
will be read during Shabbat services before Kaddish.  
 
May 2 and 3
Chester Childs Adler, Francine Carla Belcher, Jerome P. Bloom, Goldie R. Cohen, Janice Davies-May, 
Melvin W. Denny, Iris Goldflies, Beatrice Levine Greene, Barbara Michaelson Holt, Ida F. Jacobs, Leah 
Marie Karp, Rita Kohlhagen, Max Kohnop, Miriam B. Lessner, Brina Rose Levenson, Carl H. Lipton, Reva 
S. Olch, Miles Rosen, Sue Rosenberg, Celina Rosenthal, Shirley Semmelman, Michael R. Shane, Sophie 
Tourkow, Louis Traxler, Fred Weber, Rosa Wise

May 9 and 10
Bertha Asher, Henry Bader, Aaron Blau, Dr. Morton Block, Jack N. Brusk, Fanny Finke, Olive Margolis 
Frankel, Sam Goldflies, Saul Green, Zelic A. Greene, Florence Kahn Heyman, Minnie Holz, Felix Jacobs, 
Aaron Roth Klein, Julius Kohlhagen, Bennett A. Laderman, Mortimer Lanzit, Judith Lapedes, J. Henry 
Lebensburger, Maurice M. Linder, Sara Ebner Office, David Office, Samuel Peal, Isaac Pollack, Julius 
Romann, Resi Romann, Dr. Milton S. Ross, Simon S. Roth, Debra Saidel, Cora A. Schatzley, Eva T. Sherman, 
Joseph O. Weinreich

May 16 and 17
Sol Berke, Isaac Bilenkin, Davida Block, Robert Brackman, Anna B. Cohen, Ella Daneman, Sophia 
Friesem, Libby G. Golden, Minnie Goldflies, Jerome A. Goldzwig, Lena B. Green, Shirley Greenfield, 
Rosetta R. Klein, Harry E. Leventhal, Morris Maierson, Dr. Philip D. Maimon, Rosalyn D. Malovany, D. 
Sterling Margolis, Louis R. Marks, Benjamin Moyer, Joseph N. Patterson, Harry Patterson, Florence 
Schwartz, Corinna Dagan Shapiro, Max Shulman, Tillie Weinberger, Laverne D. Zimmerman

May 23 and 24
Leonard W. Abramson, Hannah Bloch, Adele R. Cohen, Harris Fleece, Sarah L. Frank, Dr. Erika Garfunkel, 
Nathan Gershow, Samuel J. Harris Sr., Joseph Jenefsky, Aaron Klarin, Dr. Sidney A. Kottler, Emanuel 
Kritzer, Rose Matusoff Levinson, Sarah Finklest Levy, Samuel Margolis, Rose Meyer, Rose Rosichan, Max 
Simon, Cantor Judah L. Smith, Herbert Weprin, Hyman Zissen

May 30 and 31
Rose Brenner Bader, Joseph H. Bader, Hattie F. Berdas, Fannie Bramson, Sarah Gralnick, Lora Heller, 
Abraham Herzstam, Lawson L. Jaffe, Ben Kaufman, Ruth F. Kimball, Silvia Margolis, Arthur David Mink, 
Harry Rauh, Gussie Rothenberg, Isadore Sajovitz, Bertie Schwartz, Goldie Witheiler Yaver, Joseph A. 
Zissen 

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO THE FOLLOWING FUNDS:
Alvan and Henrietta Block Social Action Fund
Brotherhood Fund
Cemetery Operating Fund
Fund for Tomorrow
General Operating Fund
Goldenberg Family H.H. Fund
Jon Schwartzman Children’s Fund
Joseph and Janet Patterson Campership Fund
Marjorie Jane Emoff Fine Arts Fund
Past Presidents Fund

Rabbi Bodney-Halasz Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Witt Memorial Library Fund
Shirley Schatz Religious School Fund
Stanley & Elaine Donenfeld 
Greenspace Fund
TIDY 
Walter and Selma Ohlmann Fund

Fund descriptions and information may be found 
at tidayton.org/funds-endowments.

FUNDS
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TEMPLE  ISRAEL MOURNS WITH: 
Tiffany Lobertini on the loss of her mother Pat Corle, Lenora (Libby) Elbaum on the loss of her  

husband Jerome (Ken) Elbaum, and Vicki Kemmerer on the loss of her brother David Kemmerer  
May their memories always be for a blessing 

TRIBUTE DONATIONS
Temple gratefully acknowledges the following gifts received March  1 - 31. We list donations in the Tablet of $10 or more and mail a notification 
for donations of $18 or more.  Donations of $100 or more are defined as generous.  Find a complete list of funds at tidayton.org.

Generous Contributions 
In Appreciation of
TIDY
    Cory and Sharon Lemmon

In Memory of
Lois Harris
  Julie and David Buckner
  Joan Knoll
  Aaron and Karen Knoll
  The Gaglione Family
Anne Burke
  George and Jane Liston
  Paul and Lucille Brogna

In Yahrzeit Memory of	
Robert B. Kahn
  Karen Weiss
Charlie Knoll
  Julie & David Buckner
Dr. Edward Meadow
  Scott & Brenda Meadow
Nancy Wiviott
  Jeffrey and Gary Wiviott and  
  Sheryl Erlichman
Monica Gaglione
  The Gaglione Family

Contributions
In Honor of the Special Anniversary of
Renee & Frank Handel
Jeff & Julie Stoller
Robin & Tim Moore
  Rich and Nancy Cohen
Alan & Julie Halpern
  Ralph and Sylvia Heyman	

In Honor of the Special Birthday of
Cheryl Carne
Joyce Kardon
Sandy Ingberg
Joan Marcus
David Sofian
  Ralph and Sylvia Heyman

In Memory of
Anne Burke 

  Victoria Minor
  Howard and Sue Ducker
  Joel and Judi Guggenheimer
  Shirley and Karen Scholder
  David Andrews
  Loretta Albright
  Mrs. Jack Goldberg
Lois Harris
  Julie and Rick Kantor
  Lisa Fox
  Leonard and Vicki Peal
  James and Barbara Weprin
  Marilyn Galinkin
  Ilene and Doug Klegon
  Katherine and Paul Cooper
  Bob and Debby Goldenberg
  William and Melinda Doner
Lauren Cohen
  Joel and Judi Guggenheimer
  Sharon Gitman
Bea Ballas 
Joan Isaacson
  Julie and David Buckner
Ken Elbaum
  Jeff and Linda Albert
  Martin and Joan Holzinger
  Linda Novak
  Richard Saphire
  Harry Rich and Rita Dushman Rich
  Sandy Kulback
  Rich and Nancy Cohen
  Judy Schwartzman and Mike Jaffe
  Richard and Roberta Prigozen
  Chuck and Dee Fried  
  Renee and Frank Handel
James Snide
  Linda Novak 
  Carol Graff
Jeanne Betty Weiner
  Ned Rosenthal
  Ralph and Sylvia Heyman	
Arnold Heltzer
  Ned Rosenthal
Pat Corle
  Carol Graff

Emily Loewenstein
  Michael and Patty Caruso and  
  Family
  Debra Cohen-Robertson and Tim  
  Robertson

In Yahrzeit Memory of
Bob Kahn
  Susan Rapoport
  Ronald S. Kahn
Robert Emoff
  Michael and Anita Emoff
Bernard Katchman
Bruce Katchman
  Steven and Nika Katchman
Shirley Dushman
  Harry Rich and Rita Dushman Rich
Ray Furst
  Felice Shane
Carol McBride
  Julie and David Buckner
Carl H. Lipton
Bessie Joffe
Norma Lipton
  Stephen Lipton
Dorothy Pulliam
  Bob and Debby Goldenberg
Fred Levitt
  Michael Levitt
  Stephen Levitt, MD
Sylvia Singer
  Esther and Jeff Green
Louise Vaughn
  Elizabeth Vaughn
Benny Goldberg
Lilly Wright Mallernee
Jack Goldberg
  Mrs. Jack Goldberg
Jack Rosenthal
  Larry and Natalie Katz	
Bradley Zinner
  Ellen Faust
Melba Kahn
Ken Rittner
Ben Friedman
  Dennis Kahn and Linda Ohlmann  
  Kahn



SATFRITHURWEDTUESMON

MAY 2025
SUN

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26

B’har - B’chukotai 
Leviticus 25:1-27:34 
Haftarah: Jeremiah 16:19-
17:14

6:30 PM
Shabbat Services

1010

3
9:15 AM
Virtual Torah Study

6:30 PM 
Pre-recorded  
Virtual Erev  
Shabbat Services

Tazria - M’tzora 
Leviticus 12:1-15:33 
Haftarah:  
II Kings 7:3-20

8:45 AM 
Religious School 
Closing Day 

Noon
Hybrid  
Talmud Study 

27 28

5:30 PM 
Foundation 
Meeting

9:15 AM
Lay-led 
Virtual Torah Study

Acharei Mot - K’doshim 
Leviticus 16:1-20:27 
Haftarah: Amos 9:7-15 

Sweeten your celebration - there’s still time to pre-order your delicious 
baked goods for the Jewish Cultural Festival! Scan the QR code to place  
your order today and treat yourself to festival favorites, including:  
Challah,Chocolate Almond Passover Cookies, Hamantaschen, and  
Honey Cake. Order now and make your festival extra sweet!

Noon 
Serving at St. 
Vincent de Paul 

9:15 AM
Multi Access Torah Study

Noon
Hybrid 
Talmud Study 

11:00 AM
Living with  
Loss

1 2
6:00 PM
Share Shabbat  
Service Teacher 
Appreciation and 
Senior Send-off

Noon
Hybrid 
Talmud Study 

10:00 AM 
Multi Access 
The Heart of Torah 

6:10 PM 
Schmooze & Nosh

11:00 AM
Sacred 
Stitching Group 

10:00 AM 
Multi Access 
The Heart of Torah 

6:10 PM 
Schmooze & Nosh
6:30 PM
Kindling 
Connections: Lag 
B’Omer Shabbat 
with S’mores

9:15 AM
Virtual Torah Study

NATO Event Downtown Dayton
10:00 AM 
Multi Access 
The Heart of Torah 

3:00 PM 
Adult  
Education 

Emor 
Leviticus 21:1−24:23 
Haftarah: Ezekiel 44:15-31

29 30 31

10:00 AM
Prayer & Play
10:30 AM
Lay-led Shabbat Services 
Noon - Kiddush Lunch

5:30 PM 
Executive  
Committee Meeting

6:30 PM
Interfaith Event @ 
Temple

NATO Event  
Downtown Dayton

Office Closed 
Memorial Day

11:00 AM
Sacred 
Stitching Group 

Noon
Hybrid  
Talmud Study 6:00 PM 

Annual  
Meeting

6:00 PM 
So, A Rabbi Walks 
Into A Bar @ BJ’s 
Restaurant

6:10 PM 
Schmooze & Nosh

6:30 PM
Shabbat Services 
and JCF  
Appreciation

9:15 AM
Virtual Torah Study

B’midbar 
Numbers 1:1−4:20 
Haftarah: 
Hosea 2:1-22

10:00 AM 
Jewish War Vets 
Congregational 
War Veterans Flag 
Laying at  
Riverview  
Cemetery

10:00 AM 
Jewish War Vets 
Brunch @ 
Temple Beth Or,  
Levin Social Hall

9:00 AM 
Newish to Jewish: 
Half-Year Holidays 

6:00 PM
JCF Meeting 

6:00 PM
JCF Meeting 

10:00 AM 
Multi Access 
The Heart of Torah 
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ext.227 / jessica@tidayton.org
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