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I recently had the 
privilege of  
accompanying 
five of our teens to 
Washington, D.C. for 
the L’Taken Social 
Justice weekend. 

This four-day  
program hosted by 
the Religious Action 
Center of Reform 
Judaism was, as 
one of our students 
shared, “life- 

changing.” With 500 other teens, they dove into 
major social justice issues and explored how 
Jewish values can inform their advocacy  
efforts. From gun control to environmental  
justice, they learned how to connect their faith 
with their passion for change. The highlight of 
our trip was when they headed to Capitol Hill to 
lobby for issues they are passionate about. Our 
students returned home inspired and  
empowered to make a difference in our  
community.  

Jonah Dritz, 
Matteo  
Chaiten, and 
Hillary  
Katchman 
spoke out 
about the 
importance of 
voting rights, 
highlighting 
the challenges 
many  
Americans 
face when  
trying to  
exercise their 

right to vote. They advocated for the Freedom to 
Vote Act, which aims to make sure every eligible 
citizen has access to the ballot.

Hannah Dritz and Jonah Halasz delivered a  
powerful speech about antisemitism, sharing 

their own personal experiences and emphasiz-
ing the need for collective action to combat this 
growing threat. They urged lawmakers to support 
the Countering Antisemitism Act.

Here are 
some of their 
thoughts:

Matteo Chait-
en: I don’t have 
to worry about 
struggling with 
voting due to being 
male, white, and 
not even eligible. 
Yet, I still care 
because in these 
last couple days I 
have learned that even after all the progress we’ve made, there 
are still struggles with voting. If I was in a situation like some 
people are, where voting is difficult, I would want people to try 
to help me. Over this weekend, I had to role-play voting as a 
Hispanic American man trying to vote, and I couldn’t meet the 
voting deadline due to several obstacles. This really opened my 
eyes to how important this issue is.

Jonah Dritz: I had no idea what a challenge it is for some 
people to vote.  I took an elective about voting rights and past 
voting laws. We did an activity where we were given an 
ethnicity, literacy in English, and a year in which we would 
be voting and then saw how long it would take to get through 
the voting process. Throughout this activity, I learned just 
how many problems and obstacles there are for people trying 
to vote, like limited places to vote, as just one example of many. 
Before this activity I thought that when people didn’t vote it 
was because they chose not to, but now I see that there are 
so many reasons why someone might not be able to vote, or 
vote easily, and that is why I chose to speak to you about this 
problem.

Hannah Dritz: Through the aftermath of the devastation 
of the Holocaust, we repeated the words “Never again.” Yet 
despite this pledge we have made, I find myself standing here 
in front of you for I can see acts of anti-Jewish hatred rising 
once again....
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Since the  
October 7th ter-
rorist  
attack, there has 
been a dramatic  
increase in instanc-
es of antisemitism 
relating to  
Israel,  
especially on college  
campuses.  
Criticism of Israel’s  
government is not 
inherently  
antisemitism. It is 

acceptable to criticize the Israeli government’s actions and  
policies. However, this criticism can cross the line into antisem-
itism when it denies Israel’s right to exist as a Jewish state, 
questions the loyalties of Jews around the world, draws on  
classic antisemitic tropes, and leads to the harassment of Jews 
and Jewish organizations because of the real or perceived views 
on Israel. Since October 7th, we have seen that line crossed far 
too many times. This major increase we have seen in  
antisemitism in recent years is unacceptable and poses a danger 
not only to Jews but also to Americans. It feels like we have 
forgotten about that “never again.”

Hillary Katchman: We stand before you today not just as 
advocates for democracy, but as firm believers that the right to 
vote is fundamental to making democracy possible. Through-
out our American history, voting rights have been fought for 
through bloodshed and victory, dating back to when George 
Washington and his troops fought against the British to sustain 
Democracy. This is why we are here today; we must continue 
to ensure what America stands for - and that is the right to 
vote and to have a say in our country. With your help, we can 
work together to ensure that every voice is heard, every vote 

is counted, and every citizen has the power to bring change to 
our country. 

Jonah Halasz: It is painful to see how easily people allow 
hatred and ignorance to cloud their judgment. The way some 
casually threw around antisemitic jokes or openly disrespected 
my identity made me question how such prejudice could still 
exist today. The hatred directed toward Jews feels personal, not 
just because of my 
own experiences, 
but because of the 
generations before 
me who had faced 
the same kind of 
discrimination.  
Despite this, I 
never wavered in 
my pride. I love 
being Jewish, and 
no amount of hate 
could take that 
away from me. 
My faith, my culture, and my history are things I cherish, and 
I refuse to let others make me feel ashamed of who I am. The 
experiences I endured only strengthened my resolve - I will 
always carry my Jewish identity with pride and never forget 
where I came from.



Chili Cook-off Share Shabbat  
Friday, March 7 at 6:00 p.m.
Cost:  $8/adult and $5/child ages 4-12; free for kids 3 and under.
Scan the QR Code to RSVP or call 937.496.0050

Get ready for a spicy Shabbat: Our annual chili Cook-off! Calling all chili lovers! Whether  
you like it spicy or mild, packed with beans or meat, loaded with veggies, or served over  
spaghetti—we’ve got a bowl with your name on it. Join us for a deliciously fun Shabbat as we 
celebrate community, flavor, and a little friendly competition at our annual chili cook-off!

We invite you to join us on for a special Shabbat evening, beginning with services at 6:00 p.m. Immediately  
following services, we will gather for a chili cook-off, where we will share a meal and enjoy each other’s company.   
If you’ve got a favorite recipe, bring a pot of chili (no pork, please!) and you’ll get in FREE - plus, you might just win 
the title of best chili in our taste-off.  Attendees are asked to bring a side dish (enough to feed 10 hungry people) 
to share: last names starting with A-L are asked to bring a dessert; M-Z are asked to bring a salad.
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MARCH MAZEL
EXCITING EVENTS AT TEMPLE ISRAEL

Purim Inside Out: Letting Joy Take the Lead
Thursday, March 13 at 6:00 p.m.
Cost: Adults $8, Children 4 – 12 $5, Children 3 and 
under are Free
RSVP to the Temple office at 937.496.0050

Esther certainly felt Joy, Sadness, Anger, Fear, Disgust, 
Anxiety, Envy, and Embarrassment in the megilla. Come 
celebrate Purim with us and ride the emotional roller 
coaster from Shushan to our Carnival.  Megillah reading 
for all begins at 6:00 p.m., with our traditional candy 
throwing – bring your groggers!  Then stay for a mac 
and cheese dinner complete with hamentaschen,  
carnival games, raffle, and more. 

The carnival is organized by our youth and all  
proceeds go to benefit youth programming at Temple.

Shabbat Services and Purim Themed Kiddush Lunch
Saturday, March 15  
Services begin at 10:30 a.m. Note: No Services 3/1) 
Kiddush lunch begins at Noon
Cost: Free

Join Rabbi Bodney-Halasz, Rabbi Sobo, and Cyle  
Ginsberg as they lead Shabbat morning services.  
Extend your Shabbat joy with a Purim-themed  
Kiddush lunch! This fun and free event is the perfect 
way to continue the celebration. We look forward to 
sharing this special time with you.
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These photos capture the essence of our Temple Israel community as we come together to celebrate, 
reflect, and rejoice. From the meaningful Omega Pulpit Exchange to the vibrant Tu B’Shevat  
celebrations in our Religious School, and much more, each moment showcases the spirit and  
connection we share.
Top Row (L to R): Images from the Omega Pulpit Exchange led by Pastor Joshua Ward and the Omega Baptist choir members. 
Middle Row (L to R): Victoria Bullard, Cantor Andrea Raizen and Courtney Cummings, and Carol Graff.  Bottom Row (L to R): Jeff Blumer 
presenting at the Ryterband Lecture Series and images from the religious school classes celebrating Tu B’shevat.

MEMORABLE MOMENTS
HIGHLIGHTS FROM TEMPLE’S RECENT EVENTS



Join us for the Dorothee and Lewis Ryterband Lecture Series, where captivating speakers delve  
into a diverse array of topics that resonate with Judaism and Jewish life. Everyone is welcome - 
whether you’re a member, non-member, or simply curious, no prior knowledge is needed!  Enjoy a  
delightful brunch while engaging with thought-provoking speakers, followed by an in-depth Q&A  
discussion. Come connect, learn, and share in the conversation! 

Brunch Time: 9:45 a.m. Lecture: 10:15 a.m. Cost: $7/session
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RYTERBAND LECTURE SERIES
ENLIGHTENING & ENGAGING SPEAKERS

*VISIT TIDAYTON.ORG FOR FULL DETAILS ON UPCOMING SPEAKERS FOR 
THE RYTERBAND LECTURE SERIES.

MAR 
2

MAR
16

MAR 
23

MAR 
30

NEAL GITTLEMAN

Music That Matters

TARA FEINER
 JFS: Leveraging Community 
Partnerships to Support YOU!

DONNA SCHLAGHECK
Update on the Israel - USA  
Relationship

RABBI TINA SOBO

Neurodivergent Torah
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Mazel Tov to:
Chris and Sarah Mabe on the 
birth of their daughter Celeste 
Lior who was welcomed into the 
world on January 26.  

Birthdays
Temple recognizes member 
birthdays beginning at age 
5 every 5 years and then 
annually starting at age 85.

April
  2   Jan Berman
  4   Adrianna Randall
11   David Sofian

14   Joan Marcus
15   Sandra Ingberg
16   Joyce Kardon
18   Robin Kent
24   Cheryl Carne
24   Robert Karp
27   Jack Gerbs
28   Barbara Gerbs
30   Samuel Dorf

Anniversaries
Temple recognizes member 
wedding anniversaries every 5 
years and every year after 60.

  1   Mike and Teri Halasz 		
       celebrating 30 years
  1   Alan and Julie Halpern  
       celebrating 35 years

Please call Temple if you do not 
wish to be listed or if you were 
omitted from the list. 

MAZEL TOV!

WZC elections take place  March 10 - May 4
Your Vote Matters

Our congregation is a part of the US Reform Movement’s campaign to ensure 
that Israel reflects our Reform Jewish values and is a place where our children 
and grandchildren will always be safe and welcome. 

Help us elect a Reform representative to the World Zionist Congress, the  
democratically elected international body that convenes every 
five years and is a way for Diaspora Jews to have a voice in 
Israel.  Together we can stand up for pluralism, equality, security, 
and a path to peace by voting in the 2025 WZC elections.   
Voting takes place online March 10 – May 4, but a limited number 
of paper ballots will be available in the Temple office.   

Scan the QR code to the right to learn more about the WZC.
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WE REMEMBER
These names are inscribed on the Memorial Tablets in our Sanctuary and, together with others whose Yahrzeit occurs during 
these weeks, will be read during Shabbat services before Kaddish.  

February 28 and March 1
Lillian M. Brown, Anna B. Cushman, Carole Lynn Field, Gladys Finkelman, Glenna M. Frank, Herman M. 
Gershow, Bruce Stephen Helfert, Sadelle H. Lewis, Lois Ann Lowry, Daniel J. Maimon, Jeane Phillips, 
Rose Lambie Rosenthal, David Rosenthal, Norman P. Ross, Frieda Semmelman, Anna Semmelman, 
Charles P. Shaman, Rose H. Shaman, Irene Wolf Srere, Corinne P. Stern, Rita Goldman Straus, Sarah 
Venick, Abraham Weinberg, Reuben L. Zalk, Jeannette Zehring

March 7 and 8
Imre Adler, Salomon Baier, Mose Bilenkin, Bertha S. Cohen, Samuel G. Cohen, Stascha Dressel, Isaac 
Eisenberger, Sarah R. Epstein, Arthur D. Friedman, Jack Goldberg, Harry A. Green, Sr., Albert Ingberg, 
Benjamin Israel, Bruce Zola Katchman, Samuel J. Klein, Morton L. Kohn, Bernard Kwass, Harry Lehman, 
Ethel Lippard, Albert Littwitz, Jenny Liebermann Michlin, Mary Pollock, Elmer S. Samuels, Lawrence Lurie 
Schear, Leon S. Siff

March 14 and 15
Rose J. Bader, Sadie Dreyer Bloom, Dr. Sam S. Chudde, Philip E. Cohen, Dina Engel, Jack Gershow, A. B. 
Goldberg, Jennie G. Greenberg, Sam Hurwitz, Meyer L. Jacobs, Bernard Joseph Katchman, Max Klarin, 
Morris H. Levine, Dora I . Lewin, Max Pollock, Herbert Mark Reiser, Hannah Sylvia Rosenthal, Charles S. 
Rosenthal, Julius Ruttenberg, Ruth F. Sajovitz, Oscar R. Schrager, Sally Shaman, Ghita Summer, Dr. Arthur 
Tiber, Edith Weprin

March 21 and 22
Leo L. Asher, Evelyn O. Ball, Helaine Char, Elizabeth Cohen, Harris J. Fleece, Nathan Goldzwig, Ruth J. 
Hochman, Augusta Israel, Josef J. Jacobs, Jay Klein, Herman Lehman, Betty Levenson, Ida S. Marcus, Dr. 
Edward N. Meadow, Louis Meyer, Hyman Office, Tony B. Patterson, Jean R. Rockoff, David Rubin, Yetta 
Ryterband, Keith Saeks, Dr. Lee Carl Scherberg, Jack R. Shaman, Norman Slavin, Robert Strauss 

March 28 and 29 
Ella Rauh Cohen, Harry E. Cohn, Phyllis Jacobs Elias, Rosa Fleece, Bertram M. Frank, Morris Gewertz, 
Joseph H. Goldberg, James Harris, Rene’ Javery, Clarence Lapedes, Claire Schafer, Selma Schwartz, 
Anna D. Silverman, BettyAnn Simon, Mollie Weiner, David J. Weinreich, May Wolpa, Robert Zappin

TRIBUTE DONATIONS
Temple gratefully acknowledges the following gifts received January 1 - January 31. We list donations in 
the Tablet of $10 or more and mail a notification for donations of $18 or more.  Donations of $100 or more are 
described as generous.  Find a complete list and descriptions of funds at tidayton.org.

Generous Contributions 
In Honor of
Carol Finley
    Lois Bigler	

In Memory of
Barry Greenberg
  Debbie & Tim Robertson & Adam  
  DiSalvo

In Support of	
Temple Israel
  Judith Lipton

In Yahrzeit Memory of	
Jerry Lynn Strassburger
  Lonnie and Sarah Carpenter
Selma Schwartz
  Paula Schwartz Weiss
David Katz
  The Donenfeld and Grimes Families
Selma Ohlmann
  Lori Ohlmann

Contributions
In Appreciation of	
Linda Novak
  Cicely Nathan

In Honor of the Speedy Recovery of
Bunny Laderman
  Cicely Nathan	

In Honor of the Special Birthday of
Rita Dushman Rich
  Rich and Nancy Cohen
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TEMPLE  ISRAEL MOURNS WITH: 
Nora Newsock on the loss of her brother, Larry Sokol,  

who passed away on February 1.  
May his memory always be for a blessing 

Sylvia Heyman
  Lois Harris	
Burt Saidel
Linda Ohlmann Kahn
Ken Elbaum
  Ralph and Sylvia Heyman	

In Memory of
Mel Charney
Stanley L. Myers
  David and Lynn Goldenberg
Phyllis Rosen
  Lori Ohlmann
Frieda Blum
  Chuck and Dee Fried
Cynthia Weston
  Eleanor Kent
Tom Cadwallader
  Carol Graff
  Nancy and Rich Cohen
Barry Greenberg
  Alvin and Ellen Stein	

In Yahrzeit Memory of
Elizabeth Gernes
Ruth Goldenberg
Dorothy Kaufman
  Lori Ohlmann	
Jon Steven Schwartzman
  Judy Schwartzman and Family
Marcus Garfunkel
  Felix Garfunkel	
Doug Feigelson
  Ginger and David Heuker	
Regina Gronefeld
  Barbara Gronefeld
Bess Faust
Leah Zinner
George Zinner
  Ellen Faust
Howard Fischbach
  Harriet Klass
Kathryn Levine
Sam Goodman
Rose Goodman
  Mort and Phyllis Levine
 

Robert Nathan
  Cicely Nathan
Howard Mason
  Eric Zied and Dena Mason-Zied
Rose Baru
Elaine Dickstein
  Gary and Shelley Dickstein
Janet Minor
  Victoria Minor
Sylvia Cohen
  Rich and Nancy Cohen	
Gerald M. Caruso
Toni Caruso
  Patty and Michael Caruso and    
  Family 
Theodore Berman
  Mel and Jan Berman
Paul Kulback
  Sondra Kulback
David Katz
  Larry and Natalie Katz
Jerry A. Levine
  Lois Harris	

CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO THE FOLLOWING FUNDS:

Alvan and Henrietta Block Social Action Fund
Buy-A-Book Fund
Fund for Tomorrow
General Operating Fund
Goldenberg Family H.H. Fund
Jon Schwartzman Children’s Fund
Joseph and Janet Patterson Campership Fund
Rabbi Bodney-Halasz Discretionary Fund
Shirley Schatz Religious School Fund

Stanley and Elaine Donenfeld Greenspace Fund
Walter and Selma Ohlmann Fund

Fund descriptions and information may be found 
at tidayton.org/funds-endowments.

FUNDS



SATFRITHURWEDTUESMON

MAR 2025
SUN

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24

10:00 AM 
The Heart of Torah 
@ Temple Israel

No 
Shabbat Service

Vayak’heil 
Exodus 35:1–38:20 
Haftarah:Ezekiel 36:22-36 
[historic: Ezekiel 36:16-38]

6:00 PM
Share Shabbat and 
Chili Cook-off

6:00 PM 
Board Meeting 

1010

1
9:15 AM
Virtual Torah Study

9:15 AM
Multi Access 
Torah Study

6:30 PM 
Shabbat Services

T’rumah 
Exodus 25:1−27:19 
Haftarah: II Kings 12:5-16 
[historic: II Kings 12:1-17]

10:00 AM 
The Heart of Torah 
@ Temple Israel

8:45 AM 
Religious School 

Noon
Hybrid 
Talmud Study 

10:30 AM 
Shabbat Service 

Noon
Hybrid  
Talmud Study 

25 26 27

Noon
Kiddush Lunch 

3:00 PM 
Adult Education 

11:00 AM
Sacred 
Stitching Group 

5:30 PM 
Exec. Committee 
Meeting

9:15 AM
Virtual Torah Study

8:45 AM 
Religious School 

9:45 AM 
Ryterband  
Lecture Series 

10:00 AM 
The Heart of Torah 
@ Temple Israel

11:00 AM
Living with  
Loss

8:45 AM 
Religious School 

T’tzaveh 
Exodus 27:20−30:10 
Haftarah:Esther 7:1-10; 8:15-17 
[historic: I Samuel 15:2-34]

6:30 PM 
Shabbat Services

6:10 PM 
Schmooze & Nosh

6:10 PM 
Schmooze & Nosh

28

9:45 AM 
Ryterband  
Lecture Series 
Noon 
Stories for the 
Sake of Argument 

9:15 AM
Virtual Torah Study

11:00 AM
Sacred 
Stitching Group 

Noon
Hybrid 
Talmud Study 

3:30 PM
Living with  
Ambiguous Loss

Noon
Hybrid 
Talmud Study 

29

31

6:00 PM 
Purim Megillah 
Reading & TIDY 
Carnival 
 

8:45 AM 
Religious School 
9:45 AM 
Ryterband  
Lecture Series 

6:00 PM 
JCF Meeting 

9:15 AM
Virtual Torah Study

9:45 AM 
Ryterband  
Lecture Series 

308:45 AM 
Religious School 

5:30 PM 
So, A Rabbi Walks 
Into a Bar @  
Eudora Brewing

Ki Tisa 
Exodus 30:11−34:35 
Haftarah:I Kings 18:1-39

P’kudei 
Exodus 38:21-40:38 
Haftarah:Ezekiel 45:16-25 
[historic: Ezekiel 45:16-46:18]

10:00 AM 
The Heart of Torah 
@ Temple Israel

3:00 PM 
Worship and 
Music 

6:00 PM 
Prayer and Play 
Purim
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