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MODEH ANI - I GIVE THANKS
By: Rabbi Karen Bodney-Halasz

As we transition 
from the sacred, 
reflective days of 
Tishrei to the quieter 
month of Cheshvan, 
it’s tempting to let 
the feelings of awe 
and introspection 
fade into the back-
ground. Yet, our 
tradition teaches 
us that the practice 
of gratitude isn’t 
confined to festive 
days - it’s something 

we’re called to weave into our everyday lives.
 
In the musar tradition, the concept of hakarat  
hatov, recognizing the good, reminds us to  
actively affirm the blessings in our lives, no 
matter how small. Cultivating awareness of all we 
have to be thankful for shapes how we see the 
world. The first words we’re taught to say each 
morning when we rise are “Modeh Ani” or “Modah 
Ani” - “I give thanks.” This practice sets the tone 
for the day ahead. The Talmud even teaches us 
to strive to give thanks at least 100 times each 
day, encouraging us to seek gratitude in even the 
smallest of moments.
 
In a world that can often feel heavy with  
challenges, it’s crucial to shift our perspective 
towards hope and possibility. Taking a moment 
each morning to offer thanks can reframe our  
outlook for the rest of the day. It’s my hope that 
we can learn to incorporate this value into our 
lives as we begin the new year.
 
On that note, I want to extend my heartfelt thanks 
to everyone who helped make our recent High 
Holy Days and fall holiday celebrations so  
meaningful. While we faced some unexpected 
twists and turns, being together and praying with 
kavannah - with intention - made every service 
a true success. Of course, these experiences 
don’t happen on their own. So many individuals 
worked behind the scenes to make everything 
possible. I want to especially recognize Suzanne 
Shaw, Jodi Phares, Ellen Finke-McCarthy, Annette 
Stogdill, Jessica Ragno, Scott Francis, and Fred 

Childs, whose efforts were instrumental in  
bringing our community together. A special  
thank you to the musicians and sound team who 
elevated our worship with their incredible talents. 
Thank you as well to the greeters and ushers, 
whose warmth and presence ensured that our 
services were welcoming and accessible to all.

As we move through this season, may we all be 
reminded to pause and recognize the blessings 
in our lives. May we continue to find strength and 
meaning in the relationships we build within our 
community, and may the gratitude we feel in-
spire us to lift each other up in the days ahead. 
Let our hearts be filled not only with thankfulness 
for what we have, but also for the opportunity 
to give, to learn, and to grow through each and 
every experience.
 
Wishing you a season of thankfulness and  
blessings.

Temple Israel’s Chapel offers the perfect space for peaceful 
reflection and gratitude.
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GRATEFUL TO BELONG
MEET TEMPLE MEMBER MARIAH STRICKLAND

At Temple Israel, we take pride in being a welcoming and  
inclusive community, where potential, new and long-standing 
members feel embraced and connected. Our staff, lay leaders, 
and committees are dedicated to creating a space where  
everyone feels at home, regardless of background or  
experience. Whether it’s the sense of peace found in  
meaningful worship, the intellectual stimulation from  
engaging Torah study, or the joy of gathering together for  
community events, we work tirelessly to foster a deep sense of 
belonging and purpose within the heart of our congregation. 
 
But don’t just take our word for it - let’s hear from someone 
whose life has been enriched by Temple Israel’s unique blend 
of tradition, learning, and fellowship.
 
Meet Mariah Strickland, 
a proud Temple  

member since October 2023, whose journey with Temple  
Israel has deepened her connection to both faith and  
community. Here’s what being a part of this congregation 
means to her:

“When I first entered the doors of Temple Israel I was feeling very anxious.  
I had never been inside of a temple or synagogue as part of any religious 
service. As someone starting their conversion journey AND as someone who 
did not particularly find meeting new people a cakewalk, I was feeling a bit 
like turning around and giving myself props for making it to the parking lot. 
As soon as I entered the doors I was greeted by people making warm eye 
contact, asking me my name, and welcoming me to Temple. That first  
experience has been echoed in the many months that I have gotten more  
involved at Temple. I have found guidance, community, and people that 
challenge my way of thinking, encouraging me to grow while still allow-
ing me to feel accepted. In moments where I have not been able to be as 
present as I would like due to cancer treatments, fellow members continue reaching out, setting up zoom meetings, and 
dropping off meals.”

“Just as important to me has been the welcome that members have shown 
my husband and family, all of whom are not Jewish. It is so important to 
me that my husband especially feels comfortable participating in a space 
that brings so much meaning to my life. The same warm reception that I 
received has been extended to him. He looks forward to participating in 
Temple events and has grown to care deeply for our community. I’ve also 
felt comfortable bringing other non-Jewish family and friends to Temple 
events, exposing them to Judaism in a way that could have otherwise been 
overwhelming. In hard times and in good, Temple Israel has become a place 
that nourishes both my body and my soul. I am so grateful to call this place 
my spiritual home.” 

We thank Mariah for sharing her story.  It is through a story  
like this that we celebrate the strength of our Temple Israel 
community, where people from all walks of life come together 
to build connections, deepen their Jewish experience, and  
create lasting memories.



Our High Holidays were a true reflection of the warmth and dedication of our Temple Israel community. These 
meaningful days were made possible by the incredible support of our members. 
 
We extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who contributed, whether by leading and participating in services, 
serving as an usher, assisting with the break-the-fast, donating to the Foodbank, or helping to beautify our 
sacred space. Your generosity, time, and involvement brought our High Holiday celebrations to life and created a 
memorable and spiritually enriching experience for all.

Flowers: David and Lynn Goldenberg, Robert and Debby Goldenberg

Music: Ralph and Sylvia Heyman 

Break-the-Fast: The Gerald A. Greene Memorial Break-the-Fast Fund

Service Participants:
Aaron	Burke, Saul Caplan, Addison Caruso, Hannah Dritz, Mitchell Faust, Sara Faust,  
Carol	 Finley, Gary Froelich, Elaine Gaglione, John Gaglione, Robert Goldenberg,  
Debby Goldenberg, Carol Graff, Garry Green, Mindy Green, Joel Guggenheimer, Scott Halasz, 
Frank Handel, Renee Rubin Handel, Ralph Heyman, Jennifer Holman, Steve Katchman,  
Alexandria King, Sharon Lemmon, Meredith Moss Levinson, Cathy Lieberman, Debbie Lieberman,  
Dennis Lieberman, David	 Mollenhauer, Robin	Moore, Linda	 Novak, Marsha Pfeiffer, Lisa Pierce, 
Michelle Prahl, Ron	 Rapoport, Susan Rapoport, Rita Dushman Rich, Fran	 Rickenbach,  
Debbie Cohen Robertson, Tom Saldoff, Matt Sobo, Steven Solomon, Mariah Strickland,  
Ira Thomson, Ira Weiss, Karen Weiss, Marshall Weiss, Teresa Wyman and Dan Young. 

Readers for the Creative Service: 
Saul Caplan, Judy Heller, Jennifer Holman, Alexandria Gary King, Sharon Lemon, and  
Rita Dushman Rich.

Ushers:
Saul Caplan, Lonnie	 Carpenter, Nancy Cohen, Richard	 Cohen, Georgeann Godsey, Rick Goldberg,
Lois Goldberg, Carol	Graff, Steve Katchman, Robin Kent, Amy	 Margolin, Vicki Minor, Robin	Moore,
Linda	 Novak, Fran 	 Rickenbach, Joel  Shapiro, and Steven Solomon. 
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CHEERS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
CELEBRATING OUR TEMPLE COMMUNITY
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This year’s High Holidays were truly memorable as we came together to celebrate, reflect, and  
embrace the promise of the new year, 5785. From the resonant call of the shofar to the joyful breaking 
of the fast, sharing these cherished traditions with one another made our gatherings truly special. We 
we wish you a wonderful year ahead!
Top Row (L to R): Debbie Cohen Robertson and Nancy Cohen, Rosh Hashanah Family Service, and Carol Graff and Saul Caplan.  
Middle Row (L to R): Rosh Hashanah Service, Robin Kent, and Echos of Strength Service. Bottom Row (L to R): Alice Saidel, Burt Saidel and 
Molly Blumer, Gerald A. Greene Memorial Break-the -Fast,  and Amy Margolin and Steve Katchman.

MEMORABLE MOMENTS
TEMPLE ISRAEL HIGH HOLIDAYS IN PICTURES



Join us for the Dorothee and Lewis Ryterband Lecture Series, where captivating speakers delve  
into a diverse array of topics that resonate with Judaism and Jewish life. Everyone is welcome - 
whether you’re a member, non-member, or simply curious, no prior knowledge is needed!  Enjoy a  
delightful brunch while engaging with thought-provoking speakers, followed by an in-depth Q&A  
discussion. Come connect, learn, and share in the conversation! 
Brunch Time: 9:45 a.m. Lecture: 10:15 a.m. Cost: $7/session, $65/series
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RYTERBAND LECTURE SERIES
ENLIGHTENING & ENGAGING SPEAKERS

November 10, 2024

Dori Singer
Assistant Director, GUCI

Why GUCI for Your Children?

This Ryterband presentation 
was especially developed  
for religious school parents. 
Please join us as Dori Singer,  
Assistant Director of GUCI,  
conveys the GUCI camp  
activities and how these  
experiences will strengthen  
the Jewish identity within your 
child.

November 17, 2024

Rabbi Dr. Shmuel Klatzkin
Associate Rabbi, Chabad of 
Greater Dayton

Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz and the Great 
Conversation of Jewish Life

Rabbi Steinsaltz dedicated his 
life to the Jewish people,  
primarily as an educator. His  
call to renew our engagement 
with the Torah inspires our  
educational initiative today. 
We will explore his life through 
stories, highlighting his various 
endeavors, including the  
founding of schools in Russia 
and Israel and making vital  
texts accessible to all. His  
unwavering commitment to 
Torah and inclusive approach 
serve as a model for preserving 
and revitalizing our traditions.

November 24, 2024 
(In partnership with Beth  
Abraham)

Dr. Gary Zola
E.D. Emeritus, the Jacob Rader 
Marcus Center of the AJA & The 
Edward M. Ackerman Family 
Distinguished Professor of the 
American Jewish Exp. & Reform 
Jewish History at HUC - JIR 

Ballot Box Priorities - Do Jews Consider 
Themselves Jewish Americans or  
American Jews When They Vote? 

Jews have debated whether to 
prioritize their Jewish interests 
when voting. Many argue that 
all Americans, including Jews, 
should focus on what benefits 
the country as a whole.  
Others, quoting Walt Whitman,  
assert that America is a “teem-
ing Nation of nations,” allowing 
each group to advocate for its 
own needs. Dr. Gary P. Zola will 
illustrate how this debate has 
evolved in American Jewish  
history, concluding with  
reflections on recent national 
elections.

*VISIT  
TIDAYTON.ORG FOR 

FULL DETAILS ON 
UPCOMING  

SPEAKERS FOR THE 
RYTERBAND 

LECTURE SERIES.
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Mazel Tov to:
Mazel Tov to Timothy Miller 
and Kalie Sosdian who were 
married on September 15 in 
Colorado.  Timothy is the son of 
Dr. Dan and Jane Miller.

Birthdays
Temple recognizes member 
birthdays beginning at age 
5 every 5 years and then 
annually starting at age 85.

December
  2  Sarann Rice
  2  Michael Miller

  3  Karen Bodney-Halasz
  6  John Gaglione
  9  Ned Rosenthal
10  David Buckner
13  Joel Zeisloft
13  Patricia Gates
16  Sara Pierce 
17  Guillermo Gray
20  Sylvia Blum
23  Elli Kent
26  Libby Elbaum
29  Charles Fox

 

Anniversaries
Temple recognizes member 
wedding anniversaries every 5 
years and every year after 60.

December 
8  Henry & Marlene Maimon
18  Jim & Diane Duberstein
30  Philip & Lexie Cohen
31  Jeff & Esther Green

Please call Temple if you do not 
wish to be listed or if you were 
omitted from the list. 

Samuel Frederick Baumhauer will be called to the Torah as a Bar 
Mitzvah on Saturday, December 7, 2024, at 10:30 am, at Temple  
Israel.   

Sam is a seventh grade student at Piqua Junior High School.  He is a 
member of the junior high football team, the Piqua Braves baseball 
team, and participates in choir, band, and jazz band.  Sam enjoys 
spending time at Goldman Union Camp Institute Kallah Bet sessions.  

Sam’s Bar Mitzvah project is collecting item donations for people 
living with Alzheimer’s disease and their caregivers.  Sam chose this 
project in honor of his grandmother, Carol Baumhauer.   

Sam is the son of Jon and Leah Baumhauer, the older brother of 
Annabelle Baumhauer, and the grandson of Jon Baumhauer, Carol 
Baumhauer, Barbara and Richard Bollenbacher, and the late  
Frederick Freed. 

Mazel Tov!

MAZEL TOV!

BAR MITZVAH OF SAMUEL BAUMHAUER
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WE REMEMBER
These names are inscribed on the Memorial Tablets in our Sanctuary and, together with others whose Yahrzeit occurs during 
these weeks, will be read during Shabbat services before Kaddish. 
November 1 and 2
David N. Casher, Joseph P. Diamond, Marjorie Jane Emoff, Ruth Getz, Maurice Golden, John A. Goldzwig, 
Yale J. Holt, Harry Israel, Jr., Harry J. Jacobs, Mollie Kusworm, Abraham I. Margolis, Miriam H. Margolis, 
Alfred Orgler, Hedwig Orgler, Walter Orgler, Heinz Orgler, Helmut Orgler, Arnold Saldoff, Louis N. Saldoff, 
Carl A. Stern, Sophia Wolfe 
November 8 and 9
Emma Ach, Betty Arkin, Jacob J. Blumenfeld, Lewis Cohen, Rachel G. Cramer, Selma Farnbacher, Charles 
H. Fialcow, Joseph Frank, Blanche Frank, Jacob (Kapple) Jacobs, Esther Jacobs, Sophia R. Jacobs, 
Samuel J. Jaffa, Gertrude Levinson, Elaine Mayerson, Michael Nudleman, Victor Office, Solomon Rauh, 
Samuel Richmond, Eleanor Saidel, Fannie I . Silverman, Herman F. Slutzky, Leo A. Stotter, Vesta Frank 
Tarsky, Beatrice Kottler Weinberg, Mary F. Zimmerman
November 15 and 16
Malcolm J. Altschul, Lillie Sternbe Booth, David M. Goldzwig, Louis Samuel Gradsky, Max Isaacson, 
Arnold H. Israel, Clara Daneman Jacobs, Hal Kamin, Frances W. Klarin, Philip Kohn, Louis Lamfrom, Louis 
Leeds, Mamye B. Lehman, Fanny Thal Levi, Howard H. Levine, Milton A. Marks, Rebecca Olch, Abraham 
B. Ross, Henry S. Rothenberg, Jack Harvey Rouda, Richard S. Rutmann, Leo Sajovitz, Ruth Dolly Saldoff, 
Jessie Samuelson, Joseph Saul, Adele H. Schuman, Dr. Henry R. Silverman, Rabbi Louis Witt
November 22 and 23
Blanche Bilenkin, Gilbert Bilenkin Jr., Lewis C. Booth, William Bremer, Worley Collins, Alex Cutler, Sidney 
Donenfeld, Margaret Emoff, Marsha Froelich, Jessica Gordon, Robert D. Gradsky, Benjamin Greenblat, 
Kate Hampel, Gertrude Kahn, Roberta (Bobbie) Kantor, Joseph M. Lessner, Ruth Levitt, Amelia D. Linder, 
Ruth Melet, Lester M. Myers, Samuel Roth, Linda W. Ruchman, Rosa F. Sajovitz, Maurice Sajovitz, Israel 
Jacob Saul, Col. Byron Lee Schatzley, Rosetta M. Schwartz, Joseph Seaman, Naomi Slavin Shaffer, 
Benjamin Smilg, Joseph Thal, Charles C. Wasserman, Bessie Weinstein, Frank Weprin, Leo Youngheart, 
Henrietta Youngheart 

November 29 and 30 
Faye Fleece Cantor, Beatrice Cohen, Alfred S. Daneman, Albert Eichorn, Joseph Eisenberger, Dr. 
Manuel J. Freeman, Samuel Klarin, Eric Kohlhagen, Simon Levinson, Sadie Office, Meyer Ostrov, Nathan 
Prigozen, Harold Prigozen, Pauline S. Rosenbloom, Hattie Winters

TEMPLE  ISRAEL MOURNS WITH THE FAMILIES  
OF ALEKSANDAR SVAGER AND LORETTA WEBER 
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CONTRIBUTIONS WERE MADE TO THE FOLLOWING FUNDS:
Brotherhood Fund
Building Endowment Fund
Buy-A-Book Fund
General Operating Fund
Goldenberg Family H.H. Fund
Past Presidents Fund
Rabbi Bodney-Halasz Discretionary 
Fund

Shirley Schatz Religious School Fund
Stanley & Elaine Donenfeld Greenspace Fund
Walter and Selma Ohlmann Fund

 

Fund descriptions and information may be found at  
tidayton.org/funds-endowments.

TRIBUTE DONATIONS
Temple gratefully acknowledges the following gifts received September   1 - September  30.  We list donations 
in the Tablet of $10 or more and mail a notification for donations of $18 or more.  Donations of $100 or more are 
described as generous.  A complete list and descriptions of funds is available at tidayton.org.

Generous Contribution 
In Memory of
Bonnie Newman
    Evan Newman
Ted Gewertz
    The Family of Ted Gewertz
Robert Kahn
    Karen Weiss 

In Yahrzeit Memory of	
Howard Faust
  Ellen Faust
Vincent A. Gaglione
  John and Elaine Gaglione
Julia Gerson
  Ann Laderman
Florence Stein
  Margaret Stein
Gert and Bob Kahn
  Susan Rapoport
Myra Stark
  Kenneth & Lisa Blum

Contributions
In Honor of the Marriage of	
Zack Halpern and Skylar Visnack
  Nancy and Rich Cohen

In Honor of the Special Anniversary of 
Wendy and Guillermo Gary
  Marcia Cox
Rich and Nancy Cohen
  Jack and Barbara Gerbs
  Robert and  Lynette Karp
  Ralph and Sylvia Heyman
Steve and Marla Harlan
  Ralph and Sylvia Heyman

In Honor of the Special Award for
Andrew Kahn
  Ralph and  Frances Schwartz
  Renee and Frank Handel

In Honor of the Special Birthday of
Anne Burke
Judi Guggenheimer
  Nancy and Rich Cohen
Peter Wells
Natalie Cohn
Phyllis Levine
Patty Caruso
Roberta Prigozen
  Ralph and Sylvia Heyman	

In Memory of
Ted Gewertz
  Lauri and Bruce Fisher
Bonnie Newman
  Linda Novak
  Larry and Natalie Katz
  Rita Solko

In Yahrzeit Memory of
Steve Sommer
  Amy Margolin
Frieda Pollman
  Martin and Lynn Pollman
Barbara Guggenheimer
  Joel and Judi Guggenheimer
Rochelle Goldstein
  Michael Goldstein
Adolph Goldenberg
  Robert and Deborah Goldenberg
Meyer Ruchman
  Marshall Ruchman and Family
Arnold Blum
  Frieda Blum
Fran Timmins
  Stephen and  Marla Harlan
Charlotte Stoller
  Jeffrey and Julie Stoller  
Joan Rosenthal Berlinsky
Robert Yudin
  Anita London-Yudin
Margaret Beck Arnovitz
  Thomas and Eleanore Shulman
Beulah Stern Boyd
  Gary Pacernick and Peggy Weller
Leon Shon
  David and Barbara Shon
Charles H. “Charlie” Marks
  Dennis Kahn and Linda Ohlmann  
  Kahn
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS
EXPLORING AND GROWING TOGETHER

SAVORING TRADITION: 
A NEWISH TO JEWISH PROGRAM 
Thursday, November 14 @ Noon 
COST: Free 
Scan the QR Code to RSVP

Come hungry for knowledge and a 
taste of tradition as we explore the 
role food plays in Jewish identity.  This 
interactive lunch and learn will feature 
tastings of Jewish foods from around 
the world.  Be sure to bring a lunch. 

VETERAN’S DAY SHABBAT 
Saturday, November 9 @ 10:30 A.M. 
Kiddush @ Noon 
COST: Free

Join us for a special Veteran’s Day Shabbat service 
led by Rabbi Karen Bodney-Halasz, Rabbi Tina Sobo, 
and Courtney Cummings, as we come together to 
honor the bravery and sacrifice of our Jewish War 
Veterans.

HOW TO APPROACH DIFFICULT CONVERSATIONS 
WITH CHILDREN 
Sunday, November 24 @ Noon 
COST: Free - Scan the QR code to RSVP
 
Not just for parents!  In this hour-long session with  
Michelle Prahl, MSW, LSW, we will learn the foundations 
of broaching difficult topics with children (or really 
anyone).  While our session will focus 
on the “how” of these conversations, 
examples from various “difficult”  
scenarios may be referenced as we 
role model how to actively engage 
with “socially taboo” topics.

SO, A RABBI WALKS INTO A BAR 
Wednesday, November 20 @ 5:30 P.M. 
LOCATION: The Barrel House (417 E. 3rd St. 45402) 

Join Rabbi Bodney-Halasz for an evening of drinks 
and engaging discussion on modern Jewish life. Bring 
your questions, and enjoy the first round on us.  

See you there!

RSVP’s can also be made by contacting 
the Temple Office at 937.496.0050
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NOV 2024
SUN

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25

10:00 AM 
The Heart of Torah 
@ Temple Israel

6:30 PM 
Shabbat Service

Noon
How To Approach 
Dif. Conversations 
With Children

Chayei Sarah 
Genesis 23:1−25:18 
Haftarah: I Kings 1:1-31

6:10 PM 
Schmooze & Nosh

6:30 PM
Shabbat Service

5:30 PM 
So, A Rabbi Walks 
Into A Bar @ The 
Barrel House

Save the date for the Hanukkah Happening 
Sunday, December 15 at 11:00 a.m.

No 
Board Meeting 

1 2

6:00 PM 
Share Shabbat  
No Dinner

9:15 AM
Hybrid Torah Study

9:15 AM
Virtual Torah Study

6:30 PM 
Shabbat Services

Noach 
Genesis 6:9−11:32 
Haftarah: Isaiah 54:1-55:5 
[historic: Isaiah 66:1-24]

No Hybrid 
Talmud Study

10:00 AM 
The Heart of Torah 
@ Temple Israel

8:45 AM 
Religious School Noon

Hybrid 
Talmud Study 

11:00 AM
Living with Loss

9:15  AM
Virtual Torah Study

Noon
Hybrid  
Talmud Study 

8:45 AM 
Religious 
School PJ Day 

9:45 AM 
Ryterband  
Lecture Series 

26 27 28

5:40 PM 
Schmooze & Nosh

3:00 PM
Reflecting on a 
Year Since Oct.7th 

10:30 AM
Veteran’s Day Shabbat  
Noon: Kiddush Lunch

3:00 PM 
Adult Education 

11:00 AM
Sacred 
Stitching Group 

5:30 PM 
Exec. Committee 
Meeting

9:15 AM
Virtual Torah Study

11:00 AM
Sacred 
Stitching Group 

No Hybrid  
Talmud Study 

Vayeira 
Genesis 18:1–22:24 
Haftarah: II Kings 4:1-37

29 30

10:30 AM
Shabbat Service 
and Beau Kleinholt 
Bar Mitzvah

8:45 AM 
Religious School 

9:45 AM 
Ryterband  
Lecture Series 

10:00 AM 
The Heart of Torah 
@ Temple Israel

3:30 PM
Living with  
Ambiguous Loss

8:45 AM 
Religious School 

9:45 AM 
Ryterband  
Lecture Series 

3:00 PM 
Worship & Music 

OFFICE CLOSED

Thanksgiving 

OFFICE CLOSED 
9:15 AM
Virtual Torah Study

Lech L’cha 
Genesis 12:1−17:27 
Haftarah: Isaiah 40:27-41:16

Tol’dot 
Genesis 25:19−28:9 
Haftarah:Malachi 1:1-2:7  
[historic: I Samuel 20:18-42]

6:30 PM 
Shabbat Services

6:10 PM 
Schmooze & Nosh

6:10 PM 
Schmooze & Nosh

Noon
Newish to Jewish 
Savoring Traditions
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