
T
he T

e
m

p
le Tab

le
t 

Temple Israel  
130 Riverside Drive  

Dayton, OH  45405  

937-496-0050 

www.tidayton.org  

   August 2019  

Vol. 55, No. 10  

ƛŦ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ƻǳǊ 
 ƧŜǿƛǎƘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΗ  

ǎŜŜ ǇŀƎŜǎ с ŀƴŘ т 
ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭΗ 
ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅ  
!ƴŘȅ {ƴƻǿΣ 
ŀƴŘ Wŀǎƻƴ IŜŀǘƻƴ 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦǳƴΗ 

Ŝ
ƴ
ǘ
Ŝ
Ǌ
ǘ
ŀ
ƛ
ƴ
Ƴ
Ŝ
ƴ
ǘ
Η

 
р
Y
 
Ŧ
ǳ
ƴ
Η

 

ǎƳƛƭŜǎΗ 

ǘ
ŀ
ƭ
Ŝ
ƴ
ǘ
Η

 



2 

 

We all experience loss.  Whether it 

is the passing of an immediate family 

member, a distant relative, or a 

friend, each of us encounters death.  

Tradition teaches that death is as 

much a part of life as birth.  Just as a 

naming or a bris marks a new life, 

customs and rituals guide us through 

mourning and rememberance. 

Most of us are familiar with the 

sacred obligation to recite the 

Mournerõs Kaddish for an immediate 

family member on their yahrzeit, 

marking the anniversary of their 

death.  Some may also know we are 

instructed to remember our loved 

ones at appointed times throughout 

the year on pilgrimage festivals, and 

on Yom Kippur in a service known as 

Yizkor.  But there is one more time, 

and it is coming up as we prepare for 

the High Holidays.  The month just 

prior to Rosh Hashanah is the month 

of Elul, which is thought to be an 

auspicious time.  We are taught that 

God is closer to us at Elul than any 

other month of the year.  One of our 

From the Rabbi/News  

longstanding traditions of 

remembrance is to visit the graves of 

loved ones during Elul.  

The High Holidays are a 

contemplative period, prompting us 

to think about who we are and what 

our actions say about our values.  

Our self-reflection during this time is 

intended to lead us to make changes 

in our behavior and ask forgiveness 

for what we have done wrong.  

Visiting the graves of loved ones is 

part of this process, as it helps us to 

remember the ideals they taught us 

to live by.  As we place stones on 

the markers of those we love, we 

remember their legacies and feel 

inspired to live our lives more fully. 

Each year we hold a short Kever 

Avot memorial service at the 

cemetery between Rosh Hashanah 

and Yom Kippur.  For those who are 

ambulatory, it is a wonderful 

opportunity to pay a loving tribute.  

For those who are not as agile, it is 

quite difficult to make the trek.  This 

is one of many reasons I am trying 

Rabbi Karen Bodney -Halasz 
Senior Rabbi  

something new this year.  We will 

have a congregational Kever Avot 

program on Sunday, September 8 , 

at 10:30 a.m. instead of our regular 

service during the days of awe. 

This special Kever Avot program is 

intended to provide the opportunity 

for the less mobile among us to visit 

the gravesites of their loved ones.  In 

particular, this program serves the 

residents of assisted living facilities 

and apartments.  On the morning of 

September 8 , Temple volunteers 

will accompany older adults on a 

one-to-one basis for the morning as 

they visit their loved onesõ graves.  

This intergenerational program will 

help build connections within our 

congregational community, and offer 

our older generations the chance to 

share the stories and lessons that 

were passed down to them by their 

loved ones.  

In order for this to be successful, we 

will need volunteers!  We will be 

looking for individuals to accompany 

older adults on a one-to-one basis 

for the morning and others to help 

coordinate and organize seniors at 

various facilities.  If you are willing to 

help with this mitzvah of a lifetime, 

please contact the office to let me 

know.  More specific information and 

volunteer opportunities will be given 

in the September Tablet. 

Grand Opening of Common Grounds Café at TI  

Opening this August is our new Common Grounds Café at TI.  Comfy chairs and hot beverages, free wi-fi, and a cozy 

nook...there is no place better to stop when youõre in the neighborhood or in between meetings.  Weõll celebrate our 

grand opening on Sunday, August 25, at 10:00 a.m. with a delicious cookie swap!  Each person participating should 

bring five dozen homemade cookies (all the same kind) to share.  We will sample the treats, trade cookies, and 

exchange recipes.  To ensure a wide variety of cookies, please RSVP to the office and let us know what type of 

cookie you plan to make.  Be sure to bring along copies of your recipes.  We will provide the coffee! 

Thank you, Teresa Wyman, for decorating this new space and encouraging us to build stronger connections with each 

other.  

Thanks!  

I want to extend my thanks for the generosity that the Temple Israel community has shown to me after the 

devastating damage incurred to my home during the Memorial Day tornados.  Your support has been a real blessing.  

Mike Fiore 
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 Events 

Temple Israel  
130 Riverside Drive  

Dayton, OH  45405 -4968 

phone 937-496-0050 

     fax 888-777-0490 

www.tidayton.org  

OFFICE HOURS  
Mon-Thurs:  8 a.m. -5 p.m.  

Fri:  8 a.m. -3 p.m.  

STAFF  

Rabbi Bodney -Halasz 
Senior Rabbi 

ext. 230 / rabbi@tidayton.org 

Rabbi Sobo 
Epstein Family Educator 

ext. 226 / educator@tidayton.org 

Suzanne Shaw 
Executive Director 

ext. 222 / suzanne@tidayton.org 

Courtney Cummings  

Music and Program Director 
ext. 224 / courtney@tidayton.org 

Ellen Finke -McCarthy  
Facility rental and event planning;  

Tablet; yahrzeits; funerals; burials 

ext. 225 / ellen@tidayton.org 

Annette Stogdill  
Reception; 

RSVPõs; donations 

ext. 223 / astogdill@tidayton.org 

 

LEADERSHIP  

Dan Young, , President  

president@tidayton.org 
937-789-5855 

Linda Novak, Vice President  

vicepresident@tidayton.org 
937-836-2458 

Rick Goldberg, Treasurer  

treasurer@tidayton.org 

937-648-7451 

Carol Graff, Secretary  

secretary@tidayton.org 

937-306-1467 

Back to the Basics, 

Back to the Sources  

Join Rabbi Bodney-Halasz for a lively 

discussion of Judaism's greatest texts.  

We will read through Barry W. 

Holtz's book, Back to the Sources, 

which teaches about basic genres of 

Jewish literature including: Hebrew 

Bible, Talmud, Midrash, 

commentaries, philosophy, Kabbalah, 

Hasidic literature, and liturgy.  Class 

will be held at Temple Israel on 

Thursdays at noon beginning  

August 15 .  Feel free to bring a 

lunch and a copy of the book.    

Kiddush Lunches  

From hot dogs to albondigas and 

goulash to babaganoush, we will 

gather again this year for Kiddush 

lunch with foods from around the 

world and close to home.  Our first 

Kiddush lunch of the year is early: 

Saturday, August 10.   Weõll enjoy 

American summer foods including, all 

beef hot dogs, barbecued chicken, 

and a collection of traditional salads.  

A vegetarian option will be available.  

This yearõs food themes are: 

August 10 - American Summer Fare 

November 16 - Hungary 

January 11 - Spain/Portugal 

March 21 - Burke's Famous Corned  

                 Beef Dinner 

May 16 - Israel 

School Backpacks  

On Thursday, August 8 we plan to 

partner with Crayons to Classrooms 

to prepare 

backpacks for 

students in 

elementary 

school.  Many 

children lost 

everything during 

the Memorial Day 

tornados.  Weõll 

pack the 

backpacks with all 

the supplies the 

kids will need for 

the school year.  

At the time of publication we are still 

awaiting final confirmation.  Look for 

details in upcoming TIDBits. 

Torah on Tap  

Join Rabbi Karen Bodney-Halasz or 

Rabbi Tina Sobo 

on Thursday, 

August 8 at 6:00 

p.m. at South Park 

Tavern (1301 

Wayne Ave.) for 

some drinks and 

discussion about 

topics relevant to 

modern Jewish 

living.  You've got the questions, 

we've got the rabbi!  First round is 

on us!  Feel free to order some 

dinner there.   

Supplies Needed for the Backpacks  

Every backpack will need one dozen unsharpened wooden #2 pencils, one 

large pink eraser (latex free), one double barrel canister pencil and crayon 

sharpener, one plastic 12-inch ruler with center holes, one white washable 

glue stick (.26 ounces), one 70 count single subject, wide ruled, perforated 

notebook, one pair of 5-1/4ó pointed scissors, 

one 24 count box of crayons, one 12 count 

box of colored pencils, one 10 count box 

washable, wide tipped markers, one yellow 

chisel tip highlighter, three 2 pockets folders, 

one box of facial tissues, and one container of 

disinfectant wipes. 


