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Honoring Our Religious School Teachers,  

Madrichim And High School Seniors  
Join the congregation on Friday, May 3 as we say thank you to our dedicated religious school 

teachers and madrichim, and bid goodbye to our college-bound students.  Services will be at  

6:00 p.m., followed by a special Share Shabbat dinner.  Teachers, madrichim and high school 

seniors are Templeõs guests for dinner, but please RSVP.  Temple provides broasted chicken, fresh-

baked challah and wine for kiddush.  Congregants bring sides dishes.  Please bring enough to feed 10 
hungry people.  No pork or shellfish, please!  Cost is $5/adult; $3/child 4-12; free for kids 3 and under.  

If your last name begins with A-F bring a vegetable; G-K bring a starch, L-Q bring a dessert, R-Z bring a salad.  

A celebratory cake will be provided by Temple. 

Teachers:   Rachel Evans, Mallory Kraus, Lake Miller, Jennifer Mollenhauer, Danielle Riffle, Rachel 

Rosen, Dakota Saul, Jese Shell.   

Madrichim: Rebecca Blumer, Rachel Crafton, Deena Green, Aaron Guggenheimer, Zachary 

Kurland, Faith Wagner, Abigail Zied, Ethan Zied, Kayla Zied.  

High School Seniors:  Morgan Saul, Adam Pfeiffer, Jonathan Schwartz. 

We look forward to honoring you at Share Shabbat and sending you on your way with a special 

present from the Temple Israel community. 

Rabbi Bodney-Halasz will 

lead Seder in the Great 

Hall on Saturday, April 

20, beginning at 6:00 p.m. 

and concluding at about 

8:00 p.m.  Profits from 

Templeõs second Seder 

provide scholarships to 

help Templeõs younger 

members attend summer 

camp at Goldman Union 

Camp Institute in 

Zionsville, IN.   

This year, a corps of 

capable volunteers will 

prepare everything.  The menu will return to 

matzo ball soup, gefilte fish, baked chicken, 

carrot tzimmes, roasted potatoes, charoset, 

Israeli salad and dessert.  A vegetarian option 

will be available for those 

who request it in advance.  

Dinner will also include 

wine or juice, and 

congregants may bring 

wine of their own. 

Cost of the Seder is $30  

for adults, $15 for children 

ages 4-10, and free for 

children age three and 

under.  Seating is limited; 

reservations are required 

and must be made by 

Monday, April 8 .  

Membersõ paid 

reservations will be given first priority.  Please 

RSVP online at www.tidayton.org or call 

Temple at 496-0050. 

Saturday, April 20  
6:00 p.m.  

in The Great Hall  

Temple Is Setting Table For Passoverõs Second Seder 

Ryterband Lecture Series 61st Year Concludes  

The final lecture for this season will conclude the Dorothee and Louis Ryterband Brunch Seriesõ 

61st year at Temple Israel.  Brunches begin at 9:45 a.m. and presentations at 10:15 a.m.   

The cost is $7/week or free for new Temple members.   

April 28   Senior  Rabbi Bodney -Halasz Temple Israel 

Ľesk® Budņjovice: The Story of Our Memorial Scroll  

Learn more about the history of our Holocaust Torah as Rabbi Bodney-Halasz shares 

stories from survivors of Ľesk® Budņjovice. 
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Our journey to Israel in February was 

nothing less than spectacular; it was 

even holy.  One of the things that 

made this trip so special was the 

warmth of our traveling companions.  

We were made up of mothers and 

daughters, brothers, life-long friends, 

and new friends.  

Some of us had 

been to Israel 

several times, and 

for others it was the 

first time.  It is such 

a moving experience 

to see this land 

anew through the 

eyes of those first 

beholding her.  I 

hope you were able 

to feel a part of this 

as you followed our 

Facebook posts. 

Israel is thousands 

of miles away and 

for those who have 

never been, news 

from Israel can feel 

marginal to our 

daily life.  It is 

crucial that we build 

relationships with 

Israelis and 

strengthen our 

connections to the land.  We had 

many wonderful opportunities to do 

this, such as: celebrating Shabbat at 

Yozma, the synagogue in Modiõin that 

Rabbi Sofian has spoken about for 

years; connecting with a former 

Temple Israelite who made aliyah six 

years ago; eating a meal with a 

member of the Druze community 

who shared his reactions to the 

Nation-State Bill passed last summer; 

and observing Shabbat in Jerusalem 

with Cantor Evan Cohen, one of my 

rabbinic school classmates who made 

aliyah after our first year of school 

and now serves as a spiritual leader 

at Kehillat Har-El. 

There were two other highlights of 

the trip.  The first was meeting with 

David Moss, brother of Meredith 

Moss Levinson, who is a famous 

Israeli artist with roots here in 

Dayton.  In January, David and 

Meredith gifted the congregation one 

of his famous works, Love Letters: A 

Celebration of Jewish Love and 

Marriage in Words and Images.  It is a 

gorgeous linen-bound book of 

ketubot with a wonderful 

introduction written by Meredith in 

an elegant cloth-covered clamshell 

box.  This book is truly special, as 

David is known for having revived 

the tradition of the illuminated 

ketubah (wedding 

contract) in the 

1960s.  

Accompanying Mr. 

Mossõs book was a 

beautiful note: 

òIt is given with 

many fond 

memories of 

growing up in 

Temple Israel on 

Salem Avenue.  

We remember 

warmly the many 

hours our father, 

Jack Moss, 

devoted to 

revamping and 

editing the Temple 

Tableté.We 

remember too 

with deep 

appreciation the 

wonderful Jewish 

influence that 

Rabbi Selwyn 

Ruslander had on our lives.  Weõre 

delighted to share some of the love 

contained in this volume with 

current and future members of 

Temple Israel.ó 

The second highlight was 

experiencing Rosh Chodesh (the New 

Month) with Women of the Wall 

(WOW) at the Kotel, Western  

 

Rabbi Karen Bodney -Halasz 
Senior Rabbi  

Pictured (l to r) Jerry Kuhr, Tiffany Lobertini, Linda Novak, Patricia Corle, 

Suzanne Shaw, Teresa Wyman, Wanda Lane, Rabbi Karen Bodney-Halasz, 

David Moss, Dianne Schreer, Peggy Weller, Adriane Miller, Richard 

Broock, Gerald Broock  

From the Rabbi  

Continued on page 3 
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Temple Israel  
130 Riverside Drive  

Dayton, OH  45405 -4968 

phone 937-496-0050 

     fax 888-777-0490 

www.tidayton.org  

OFFICE HOURS  
Mon-Thurs:  8 a.m. -5 p.m.  

Fri:  8 a.m. -3 p.m.  

 

STAFF  

Rabbi Bodney -Halasz 

Senior Rabbi 

ext. 230 / rabbi@tidayton.org 

Rabbi Sobo 
Epstein Family Educator 

ext. 226 / educator@tidayton.org 

Suzanne Shaw 

Executive Director 

ext. 222 / suzanne@tidayton.org 

Courtney Cummings  

Music and Program Director 

ext. 224 / courtney@tidayton.org 

Ellen Finke -McCarthy  

Facility rental and event planning;  

Tablet; yahrzeits; funerals; burials 

ext. 225 / ellen@tidayton.org 

Annette Stogdill  
Reception; 

RSVPõs; donations 

ext. 223 / annette@tidayton.org 

 

LEADERSHIP  

Carol Finley, President  

president@tidayton.org 

937-974-7418 

Dan Young, Vice President  

vicepresident@tidayton.org 

937-293-9069 

Rick Goldberg, Treasurer  

treasurer@tidayton.org 

937-648-7451 

Carol Graff, Secretary  

secretary@tidayton.org 

937-306-1467 

Wall.  WOW just celebrated its 30th year of fighting for the right of women 

to pray collectively at the Kotel through song, scripture, and traditional ritual 

items.  It was truly an honor for me to recite the Torah blessings that 

morning, despite harassment coming from the Ultra-Orthodox in the menõs 

section.  A few years ago we had the honor of welcoming Lesley Sachs, who 

serves as the executive director of WOW, speak about the decision made to 

create an egalitarian prayer space at the Kotel.  On March 30th, at 7:00 p.m. 

following havdallah, our ritual of separating Shabbat from the rest of the week, 

we will again have the honor of hearing directly from one of the members of 

WOW, Cheryl Temkin, about the struggle and where it stands today.  We 

will also hear reflections from our trip participants about their personal Rosh 

Chodesh experience in Jerusalem.  You wonõt want to miss this opportunity to 

meet with someone working on the ground for the freedom of religious 

expression at this holy site. 

Traveling to Israel was educational and community building.  It fostered 

spiritual growth and created personal connections with the Land of Israel.  It 

is my personal wish that we carry these experiences with us into our daily 

lives and that they revitalize our relationship with Judaism.  As we prepare to 

say, ònext year in Jerusalem,ó at our Passover seders, let us consider making 

this wish a reality for even more of us in the years to come.  Iõm ready to 

start planning another trip! 

Calling All Bakers  

Looking for an opportunity to help with the Jewish Cultural Festival, but 

maybe you canõt be here the day of the event?  Join 

Vicki Kemmerer and her group of volunteer bakers!  

Theyõll bake great Jewish treats at 10:00 a.m. on April 

7, April 14 , and April 28 in the Temple Israel kitchen.  

Baking will also take place at 8:00 a.m. at Evans Bakery 

on May 5, May 19 and May 26.  For more 

information, contact Vicki Kemmerer at 258-0932. 

Events  

Continued from page 2 

Torah On Tap  

Join us for Torah on Tap on Wednesday, April 17 .  Meet 

at the Troll Pub, 216 Wayne Ave., at 6:00 p.m.  Gather 

with new friends for some drinks and discussion about 

topics relevant to modern Jewish living.  You've got the 

questions, we've got the rabbi.  First round is on us!  

Cemetery Town Hall Meeting  

Temple Israel will be holding an informational town hall style meeting on 

Sunday, April 14  at 11:00 a.m.  The topic will be the Jewish Cemeteries of 

Greater Dayton organization and what it means for Temple Israel and 

Riverview Cemetery.  This will be a great opportunity to get informed and 

have any questions answered prior to the congregational vote regarding the 

contribution agreement at the Annual Meeting on May 22.  
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 From the Rabbi Educator  

Important Dates!  
Sunday, April 7  

Rel. School Cmte.            11:30 a.m. 

Sunday, April 14  

Mock Seder                      10:45 a.m. 

Sunday, April 21   

No Religious School  

Sunday, April 28  

Grades 7 and 8 Yom Hashoah 

Service                                10:55 a.m. 

Friday, May 3  

Teacher Appreciation and 

Send-off Shabbat            6:00 p.m. 

Sunday, May 5  

Mitzvah Day and Closing Day 

Luncheon  

Rabbi Tina Sobo  
Jerome Epstein Family Director of Education  

This month we will celebrate Pesach, 

Passover, and with it go through the 

òusualó rites and customs associated 

with the holiday.  If your family at all 

looks like mine growing up, then you 

know the annual competition to find 

the most chametz is nearly 

underfoot, and wonõt tell mom about 

the pancake the dog hid in the chair 

(yes, that happened); or the annual 

argument over what brand of matzo 

should be bought (answer, the one 

thatõs still left at the store); or the 

taunts for the annual marror 

(horseradish)-eating-contest (and 

pray that itõs not the seemingly 

gasoline-infused stuff from that one 

year); and you know, all the other 

usual traditions of the Seder.  

And then there was that one year, 

that being the know-it-all-seminary-

student, I had everything figured out, 

until I saw the scallions around the 

table.  Now, my mother loves her 

scallions.  She, and only she, gets 

them at her plate at Thanksgiving ð 

but what were they doing around 

the table for everyone?  Then we got 

to Dayenu, and were instructed to 

whip each other with them.  Excuse 

me, Mom, you want me to hit my 

younger brother?  Yep, we could 

make a competition out of that!  But 

then, I had to figure out what this 

whipping with scallions thing was all 

about. 

The òofficialó answer, is that it is a 

Sephardic custom that seems to 

symbolize scolding ourselves for 

desiring something from our time in 

slavery.  This custom has gained in 

popularity it seems, among American 

Reform Jews.  It certainly keeps 

siblings involved in the Seder!  But, 

to me it was a reminder that year, 

that as much as we might feel like 

Prayer & Play - 

Passover Edition  

Saturday, April 13 from 10:00 a.m. 

to noon, join us at Temple for our 

usual lineup of programming for our 

tots.  Weõll be featuring a Passover 

theme and an activity to liven your 

familyõs Seder.  

All Prayer & Play events are facilitated 

by Rabbi Sobo and are perfect for 

not-yet-school-aged children (6 & 

under), and their families 

(parents/guardians, grandparents and 

older siblings).  The goal is to build 

community in a come-as-you-are, 

friendly environment.   

Pre-Bnai Mitzvah 

Parent Meeting  

Parents of fifth grade students please 

join Rabbis Bodney-Halasz and Sobo, 

as well as Executive Director 

Suzanne Shaw, to discuss the history 

of bõnai mitzvah, and the preparation 

process here at Temple.  Bring your 

questions!  This will be an 

informational meeting intended for 

those who are approximately two 

years away from celebrating 

becoming bõnai mitzvah, not 

exclusively fifth grade parents.  Date 

to be announced.  Contact Rabbi 

Sobo with questions. 

weõve ôbeen there, done thatõ, and 

even though the Seder is entirely 

designed to make the children ask 

questions about what is different, we 

can still find our inner child.  Each 

Seder is unique.  Each year, we tell the 

same story, but we hear it a bit 

differently. 

So my challenge to you, as we find 

ourselves in this preparatory period of 

Nissan:  think about the rites and 

rituals ð ancient or modern ð that you 

incorporate into the holiday.  Where 

do they come from, what do they 

mean?  How will this year be the same, 

but a little bit different?  How will you 

hear the story differently?  What new 

question will you ask?  What new 

answer will you find? 

May your holidays be filled with health, 

happiness, joy and family!  And go 

ahead, hit your sibling with a scallion ð 

the Rabbi said you could! 
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 Youth/News  

Templeõs Annual Meeting  

At Temple Israelõs annual meeting on Wednesday, May 

22, congregants will confirm a slate of officers and elect new 

members to the Board of Directors.  There will be a 

congregational vote on the JCGD (Jewish Cemeteries of 

Greater Dayton) contribution agreement.  The meeting will 

begin at 6:00 p.m.  The congregation is encouraged to 

attend; no reservations are necessary.   

Etgar Trip  

Six Temple Israel religious school students traveled to 

Georgia and Alabama with Rabbi Bodney-Halasz in early 

March to learn about the history of the Civil Rights 

movement.  They visited historical sights like the Rosa Parks 

Museum and the Edmund Pettus Bridge. 

Pictured (l to r) front Faith Wagner, Rebecca Blumer 

Back row  Joseph Minde-Berman, Sammy Caruso, Charlie 

Blumer, Rabbi Bodney-Halasz, Zach Kurland 

Help Needed For Seder  

If you have been in Temple recently and were 

overwhelmed by the delicious scents wafting through 

the building, it is because volunteers have been busy 

preparing the Seder meal coming up on Saturday, 

April 20 . 

We have a number of Temple members working hard 

to make sure the attendees have a delicious dining 

experience.  The menu will be the same  as previous 

years, but we could use some Passover desserts.  If 

you are baking for Passover perhaps you could make a 

few dozen more and donate the goodies to Temple 

for the Seder. 

Donations should be dropped off by April 18 so we 

have time to plate them for the Seder meal.  Also, 

since many people have dietary issues with baked 

goods, donations of fruit salad would be appreciated. 

We are looking forward to seeing you at the Seder, 

and if you are moved to make a donation of baked 

goods or fruit salad, please call the Temple office at 

496-0050 or contact Linda Novak at 836-2458, or  

e-mail rnmzmom@aol.com.   

Calling All JCF Volunteers  

Sunday, June 2 is fast approaching and with it the yearly Temple Israel fundraiser, The Jewish Cultural Festival.  This 

yearly event not only impacts the Jewish community, it also reaches out to Dayton and the entire surrounding area.   

It is important that we, as Temple members, support this very worthy cause. 

There are many volunteer opportunities open to you, from helping to bake before the event, to manning booths, 

working inside, or helping to park cars the day of the Festival.  Volunteering certainly helps Temple, but the volunteer 

gains also.  It feels good to get to know your fellow congregants while working together toward a common goal and 

at the same time giving back to the Temple that is always there for you.  If you can give a few hours on June 2, please 

call the Temple office at 496-0050 or contact Linda Novak at 836-2458. 

Matzo ball production with Joel Shapiro, Gary 

Pacernick, Richard Saphire and Linda Novak 
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Temple Israel has been involved in the Life and Legacy 

Program this past year.  It involves the execution of a 

Letter of Intent indicating the signerõs desire to benefit 

certain organizations important to the Jewish Community 

of Dayton which, of course, include the Federation, its 

various services and our Temple Israel.  I executed my 

Letter of Intent indicating that I would or have already 

made bequests by Will or Trust or Retirement Plan for 

the benefit of the Jewish Federation 

and Temple Israel.  The Letter of 

Intent is not a legal obligation and 

can be changed at any time.  

However, it does provide the 

community with some idea of how 

it will be supported on the death of 

its current members.  

Let me give you some personal 

history.  Many years ago the 

Temple Israel Foundation 

approached Temple members on a 

similar basis.  I purchased, paid for 

and transferred to Temple Israel a life insurance policy, 

and indicated in addition that I would make a bequest in 

my Will.  More recently, in connection with a change in 

the tax law, I changed the bequest to a Designation of 

Beneficiary under my Retirement Plan IRA.  In other 

words, at my death Temple Israel and the Jewish 

Federation will receive funds from my IRA to support 

programs which I had previously supported through my 

dues and contributions.  This gave me a great deal of 

satisfaction and, hopefully, Temple Israel and the Jewish 

Federation will feel comfortable that the programs and 

activities that I had previously supported could continue 

with these funds.  

No current contribution is 

required to participate in the Life 

and Legacy Program, only an 

indication that you will make a 

provision in your estate plan for 

Temple to benefit upon your 

death.  

Temple Israel's Foundation has 

grown 

substantially since I first became a 

member of its Board.  It is well 

managed and invested 

conservatively with a mixture of 

equities and bonds.  The market has 

been very good to the Temple 

Israel Foundation investments.  The 

Foundation currently contributes 

5% of its assets for the operation of 

Temple Israel which amounts to 

about 45% of the operating funds.  

In addition, we contribute to 

Temple Israel whatever is needed for capital 

improvements, repairs and maintenance.  We are very 

responsive to the wishes of the Temple Israel Board of 

Directors.  Accordingly, your indication of support 

through the Life and Legacy Program will be well attended 

to by the Temple Israel Foundation Board of Directors. 

If you desire more information about the Life and Legacy 

Program, please do not hesitate to contact Suzanne Shaw 

at Temple (496-0050), one of Templeõs Life and Legacy  

co-chairs Nancy Cohen (427-9088) or Katherine Cooper 

(372-8896), or of course, myself (449-2820).  

Ralph Heyman 

    Life and Legacy at Temple Israel  

by Ralph Heyman 

News 

Mitzvah Meals Make Difficult Times Easier  

Tikkun Olam ñ repair of the world.  Tzedakah ñ righteousness or charity.   

These are two of Judaismõs guiding principles, and theyõre the force behind Mitzvah Meals, an initiative of Templeõs 

Social Action Committee, designed to lend a helping hand to those in our congregation who need it most.   

òVolunteers have prepared and frozen healthy and delicious Mitzvah Meals to be delivered upon request to 

congregants who might need extra help getting a hot meal on the table, because of illness, a death in the family or 

bringing a newborn home,ó says Amy Margolin, Social Action Chair.  òItõs a small act of kindness that will make a real 

difference for our congregants during stressful times.ó 

If you would like to volunteer either by cooking or delivering meals or if someone you know would benefit from a 

Mitzvah Meal, please contact the Temple office.   


